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“In community, we realize our suffering is shared and not solitary.  Our doubts are  
common, not the exception.  And whatever it is God is doing within us speaks volumes  

to someone who needs to hear it.” 
~Shelley Miller



MALMO MEMORIES  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The way we celebrate communion at 
Malmo inspires and humbles me, 
time after time.  Seeing the young 
and old and the in-between; the 
newcomers and the vintage 
attendees; all part of this community 
of believers, come forth and partake 

of communion.  It is a blessed and 
holy sight to me.  It points me to 
focus on the forgiveness we have in 
the Lord Jesus and the beauty and 
richness of being part of a community 
of believers.   
~Marcia S.

MALMO MEMORIES

2017 MEMORIES & STORIES 
A story of God’s continued grace and love at work in Malmo

I’ve enjoyed receiving your stories and memories 
from 2017.  They are as varied as the personalities 

that God has given us!  It’s another example of 
how God truly has made each of us uniquely 

different.  But as different as the stories are, the 
one thing that does ring the same in each of 

them, is how much we all love being a part of 
Malmo and how God consistently and faithfully 

shows His love to us, through each other.  This 
continues to happen, year after year, generation 

after generation.  
I believe this is 

just one of the 
many reasons why this little ‘Church in the Field’ 

has continued on for more than 120 years.  

As you spend some time reading the stories, I 

pray that they will not only bring a smile to your 
face, but that thanksgiving and praise will be 

given to God for what He continues to do here at 
Malmo. ~Delora

It's been very fun to 
participate on 

Wednesday evenings to 
cook for our youth 

gathering. It's so 
encouraging to me to see 

how our youth are growing, 
learning, and worshipping 

together. They are full of life 
and fun and I'm just so 

privileged to see it 
happening in our little 

church in the field with so 
many young lives being 

nurtured 
and 

inspired. 
Such a 

blessing!   

~Jenell P.
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Special moments for me are my 

contact with the children – many 
who I have now seen grow into 

adulthood!  I had never 
experienced anyone at any 

church I had attended giving 
candy to children but that 

became a passion of mine 
several years ago and I so enjoy 

each little person (sometimes 
big people!) coming for candy.  

Getting candy means giving 
and receiving a hug.  Those 

h u g s b e c o m e p r e c i o u s 
moments that often accompany 

one of the children telling me 
about something special to 

them.  Being “the Candy Lady” 
is one of the best opportunities 

I have had to build relationships 
and to minister to the children 

and, in some cases, open 

relationships more with parents.  

W h e n o n e l i t t l e b o y 
spontaneously said “I love you” 

one day when I was feeling the 
we igh t o f the wor ld , he 

ministered back to me and 
showed me the importance of 

developing relationships and 
h o w t h e y c a n b e u s e d 

effectively at any age.  A bit of 
candy is a significant open door 

to loving and being loved by so 
many children.  It is my prayer 

that these bits of candy will 
build special relationships now 

and, as the children age, will 
bring back a warm memory of 

our time together at Malmo and 
how “the Candy Lady” showed 

Jesus’ love to them in this small 
way.   
~Carol A.

Receiving Christmas cards and Christmas photos in our church mailbox 
every year.  We put the photos on our fridge as a reminder of the prayers, 

love, caring and strengths of our church family.  Thank you for connecting 
with us!  God is so with all of us in 2018.  ~The Risto’s

My favourite memory is helping 

the building crew build the deck 
for the parsonage.  I also loved 

playing my bass with the band at 
monthly youth worship nights. 
~Darryl D.

About three months ago Randall 

preached about his alternate 
calendar of dates he/they want to 

always remember and celebrate - 
times when they had watched God 

at work. Such a great idea! It might 
even bring about an opportunity to 

share those ‘times of God’ with 
others. Perhaps even with your own 

family or in our case, with our 
grandchildren. ~Andy P.

One of my favourite memories 

from this past year was square 
dancing with my wife & daughter 

at the annual barn dance at the 
Schultz farm.  ~Corey N.
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I have 2 memories that stand out for me from 

2017.  First, a funny one - at the summer Church 
Board meeting, a mouse decided to join us.  The 

entire Trustee board went after it in the Fellowship 
room.  As much as I hate mice, I laughed so hard 

watching these 5 guys chase after that little 

mouse!  I’m happy to say that they did capture it 
AND I am SO thankful that they were willing to do 

it!  (Cause I don’t “do” mice!)   

My second memory that means a lot to me, is 

being able to attend the Christmas Eve 
Candlelight service with my “Malmo family” this 

year.  Because of extended family commitments 
over the past 27 years, I’ve never had the 

opportunity to be home for Christmas Eve.  So 
this was the first Malmo candlelight service that I 

have been able to attend.  I was not only blessed 
by the simple and peaceful service, but to be 

there with all of you, was a blessing to me, as we 
celebrated Jesus’ birth together.   
~Delora D.

The Christmas concert.  How all the kids took part and showed us 
Christmas through their eyes.  Great teachers who take the time to 

prepare the kids and themselves.  Thankful to be part of the  
Malmo Church family. 

~Anonymous

My favourite memories are the sermons that I’ve been able to refer 
back to as I engage in conversation with people - like Pastor 

Randall’s sermon on being vulnerable.  At different times they have 
come to mind & just recently I referred to one while in conversation 
with a good friend. Another memory are the skits/songs performed 

by Nadene, Jeff & Matt, Corey, Tyson & Mack for the wedding 
showers; tears of laughter.  Gotta love those times!  ~Laureen S.

Talking to people during the fellowship time and hearing 
the stories from the week.  Some of those conversations 

and laughs will last a long time.  ~Tyson K.
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This year I’ve been keeping a record of some of the 

“sentence sermons” that Pastor Randall has given during 
his sermons on Sundays.  A couple that stand out in my 

mind are: from August 20th, “People need to listen to God 
- because deafness means spiritual death.” And on 

September 3rd (after studying Moses’ 4 excuses in   
Exodus 3), the concluding thought was, “If God is calling 

you, He will equip you.”  ~Elnice D.

So, in October my family was gone and I showed up at 
church by myself. I came in and sat in my “usual” row 

(right in front of the sound board). Keith was running 
sound that week.  I said hi and shook his hand. A couple 

minutes into the service, Keith’s girlfriend Monika snuck 
in and sat in my row with me. Keith leaned over the 

sound board and said, “Normally there’s a pretty lady 
sitting beside you in this row, but if you put your arm 

around this one I may have to break it!”  I’m sure he 
meant that in the nicest Christian way.  Love that guy!! :)  
~Matt N.

…cookie time with my friends.  ~Meegan K. 

…singing and praying.  ~Ethan S. 

…Children’s Day at Camp.  ~Sarah K. 

…Tuesday morning Men’s Prayer Time. ~Dave B. 

…Bible Camp and Sunday School.  ~Easton K. 

…the Saturday morning session on Technology,  
    playing on the worship team and the Youth Year End water fight! :)  ~Lois S. 

…Sunday School with my teachers, Uncle Matt and Mr. Glenn.  And being a sheep in the  
    Christmas concert.  ~Brady K.

MY FAVOURITE 2017 MALMO MEMORY IS…
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Malmo has held a very special place in my heart for many years 

now, really from the first time my family attended. It has been a 
warm, inviting and safe place to worship. But in 2017, this church 

became so much more to me. 

The cancer diagnosis I received this past spring was devastating 

to myself and my family. It shook my faith and my independence. 
This was a situation that I had no control over and I like to be in 

control and have a plan. Now I had to just accept that this had 
happened. 

That is where the incredible Malmo family took over. God used 
the prayers, encouragement and support of so many of you to lift 

myself and my family and carry us through some pretty tough 
times. He still is. My faith and trust has grown and still is growing 

but your outpouring of concern and care, the sharing of tears and 
hugs has helped me realize I’m not in this alone. God has used 

this church mightily in my life this year. 

I’ve only been in the church a few times since my surgery in 

October but when I walk into this building and look around, 
seeing the dozens of people who’ve been praying for us, it 

literally feels like I’m slipping on a nice warm comfortable sweater. 
I’m safe with friends and God. 

That’s you people allowing God to use you that way. 

May He continue to bless this church and each of you for your part in it. Nothing we do is too small if 

we are allowing Him to lead us. Thank you all.  ~Rod H.

During coffee time, to see Pat and 
Brenden doing dishes.  Just to see  

2 year old Brenden at the sink helping 
his dad blessed my heart.  ~Carol L.

My favourite memory is bringing our 
grandchildren to church so they can 

be in the Christmas pageant and have 
f r i e n d s t h a t a r e C h r i s t i a n s . 
~Anonymous



MALMO MILESTONES CROSSWORD PUZZLE  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Across
4. In January, we welcomed the very early and safe arrival of 
sweet baby _________.
5. Our longest married couple at Malmo celebrated ________ 
years of marriage this year.
9. In June at Covenant Bay, we witnessed the baptism of 4 of 
our people.  They were Callah, Justin, Ashley and 
___________.
10. In August, we celebrated the wedding of which young 
couple who currently attends Malmo?  (last name)
11. How many wedding showers did Malmo host in 2017?

Down
1. One of our college students went to study abroad at 
Capernwray Bible School this year.  Which country did he go to?
2. Pastor Marc had a milestone birthday in 2017.  How old is he 
now?
3. In September 2017, our dear sister __________ went 
home to be with her Saviour.
6. Pastor Randall celebrated how many years of ministry this 
year?  (Total of his ministry, not just at Malmo).
7. Which of our seniors joined the ’90’s club’ this year?
8. We celebrated two 25th anniversaries in 2017.  J & M Friesen 
and ________ (last name)
12. We had 3 high school students graduate this year.  They 
were Dana, Jaden and _________.



NEWS FROM THE LEAD PASTOR 
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The Pastor’s Annual

Highlights 

Met regularly with local Covenant 
Pastors & sponsored their ordination 
processes. 

Mackenzie Anderson and Elvira Van Os 
wedding  August 19 

Care Home services at Peace Hills and 
Good Shepherd Homes. 

Midwinter Pastors training conference in 
Louisville. 

Many home visits, shut ins, Hospital 
visits and care/health visits and 
meetings. 

Many different pastoral counselling 
opportunities: Crisis, Spiritual Direction, 
marriage, pre-marriage, discipleship, 
family, job counselling, grief counselling.   

Canadian Covenant Conference 
coordinator for Spiritual Directors.  

Met with families in decision making 
processes. 

CE Talks on Marriage,  Euthanasia, 
Growing Healthy Children,  Living in a 
Digital World Seminar. 

Helen Campbell Memorial April 8th 

Alice Peterson Funeral September 29th 

Covenant B B Camp Fundraising. 

Baptism day June 4th Callah Reid, 
Madeline Vandersluys, Justin & Ashley 
Friesen. 

Met with Breton & Edmonton churches 
for encouragement and support. 

Participate on the conference 
Committee on Ministerial Standing.

This is not my normal sort of Annual Report, but then this hasn’t been a 
normal sort of year either. As I write this I am being introduced to the pain 
of Kidney Stones and the delicate nature of living with them. So if you are 
disappointed by the following, please forgive me. And as you think of me, 
pray for me. :)  

In the spring of the year after a winter of tests and probing and some 
interesting things discovered, it was found that I have the genetic disorder 
that eventually took my dads life. It's effect had already reached into my 
lungs and they were running at about 66% capacity. They had lost about a third 
of their ability and that can never be recovered. While there were other 
symptoms, that was the primary one. 

Because the condition effects people differently and because its a bit of a rare 
thing, there aren't normal ways to predict its behaviour. It did effect the early 
death of my father, but his twin brother who also has the condition, is still alive 
and though it hasn't been easy, he is still around.  So the doctors worked to try 
and help me lengthen my life prospects while preparing me for really bad news 
that would only be seen in the ongoing development of this genetic time bomb 
in my body. 

This news was absolutely shattering to us. The encouragement by the doctors to 
keep encouraged and positive yet plan and consider the worst was one of those 
moments I have walked with others through, but never thought I would see 
myself. 

That led to four months of emotional upheaval and calling out to God. Many 
tears were shed as we began to see our future in terms of months and years 
rather than decades. Dreams for the future were let go of as we tried to think 
how to finish well, though sooner than we had expected. Lauralea and I had to 
have emotionally charged conversations about where to live and what it would 
look like if or when it might be without me present. Such difficult times in late 
spring. I recall wave after wave of emotion rolling over us. 

The kids were great though processing it all themselves. The morbid Friesen 
sense of humour took over on the really hard conversations and emotion was 
released in the form of laughter. It was better to have that than all the tears. 

The church here was amazingly supportive. You walked with us through the days 
giving us what we needed in terms of time and space, even as you were trying to 
process it yourselves while not knowing the extent of the condition either. And 
you began to pray for us very focussed prayers and we were held by them.  We 
felt the difference the prayers of the people made. There was grace and strength 
for each day and each conversation. In that way it was a most blessed season of 
life. To be prayed for is the most precious gifts one soul can give another. And 
we were prayed for. 

Through the summer different symptoms would come up and we were unsure if 
they were part of the condition or some other thing. The doctors helped us as 
those things arose and we dealt with them as they came up. 
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Visits, coffees, dinners, lunches with you 
all. In our home and yours.  

Worship Committee meetings. 

Church Wiener Roast at Barry and Marcia 
Schultz’s. 

Attend Wetaskiwin Ministerial meetings. 

Engaged in the church and Pastoral 
Review. 

Led in the Week of Prayer. 

Season of Lent Prayer & Worship. 
Maundy Thursday Service. 
Good Friday Service April 14 With      
New Sweden Missions Church. 

Attended Canada Conference AGM in 
Chestermere, AB 

Soup Potluck & Pie Auction April 9 

Participated on the Conference licensing 
committee. 

Participated in Covenant Bay Fundraising 
activities. 

Attended Canadian Evangelism 
Congress BGA Edmonton.  Sept. 25, 26 

Attended the Pastors and Spouse 
Retreat October 2-4 

Enjoyed the great Advent Night! 

Santa Lucia Open House at the Friesen’s. 

Participated on the nominations 
committee work. 

Participated in the All-Boards meetings, 
Deacon Meetings, and Board Meetings. 

Led Weekly Staff meetings. 

Sharing Communion with you all. 

Spiritual Retreat at Kingsfold in June. 

Missionaries Colleen & Max Nahnychuk.  
Sept. 10. 

Seniors lunch at Kemerink’s. Sept. 17th 

Amy Kemerink & Richard Van Raamsdonk 
Wedding.  Sept. 23 

Dessert Night with Dr. Manno.  Oct. 5 

Christmas Eve Service

By late summer we felt mostly normal though I couldn't do heavy labour or run a 
marathon.  I noticed a bit of stress when the smoke from the forest fires settled in 
here, it was harder to breathe. But mostly things settled into a good rhythm, and 
I felt quite myself. 

I should note the presence of God we felt in our daily lives was a wonderful gift 
to us. It was, He was, a tangible presence here.  I experienced what it was like to 
be the care receiver rather than the care giver. To be the one in the figurative 
hospital bed rather than the one standing beside the bed offering spiritual care. 

One of the biggest spiritual challenges to me was to face my personal identity if 
and when I would need to be on disability. Would I have any value to God if I 
couldn't work for him any longer? I have often preached that we are not valued 
by God by the work we do for him, and I do believe that. But this, this was 
owning it myself, and I was not honestly sure I could do that. My counsellor held 
this before me and walked through it with me.  I came to really see myself as the 
beloved of God. In fresh ways seeing myself as completely unable to add to my 
value before God by the things that I do. It was a deeply personal and fresh 
epiphany. It is one thing to preach it and believe it but it is another thing to 
experience it for oneself. 

The other big growing area was the weakening of my strengths. I have always 
been proud that due to the voice lessons I took in college, I could usually project 
my voice clearly and loudly enough to be heard, inside or outside or whatever 
the context. I own that I was proud of this ability.  Well, either the meds I'm on or 
the condition itself has effected my vocal chords so that on some days I have to 
struggle to be heard. My voice is higher in pitch and some days it just sounds 
like I have a very bad cold and can't talk loud at all. It's been very humbling. 

When I stopped being angry about this change, which I mostly am now, I began 
to discover that in this weakness there seemed to be more strength in my spirit, 
to preach well. I began to trust in God to actually get the message out even 
through the weakness of my own body. This new weakness has opened up new 
ways for God to be God in power, in me yes but also through me. Turns out He 
doesn't need my strong voice. This is deeply humbling too, but grace filled and 
merciful. 

The testing of my foundations this year, the deepening of my spirit and my 
connections with Lauralea and our kids and God and this church, that's what this 
year has been about for me here in this field.  My counsellor asked me last time 
we met if the year of emotional turmoil and physical struggle was worth all that 
I've gained through it. Without a second I replied "Oh yes, without any 
question!" 

This autumn I went in for my six month lung check up and much to the Doctors 
pleasure and mine as well it showed that there was no further deterioration in my 
lungs. So things are holding and the condition isn't progressing right now. The 
doctor says he is "Cautiously optimistic." 

I can live a long time with two-thirds of my lung capacity, as long as Lauralea 
doesn't walk too fast.  God is still writing this story it seems. 

It was, I would say, a very good year. 

Pastor Randall



NEWS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

In August of 2017, I completed five years of 
ministry at Malmo. In some respects every year 

seems like a milestone of sorts (and yet it still 
feels like a beginning), but five years is a 

significant marker, and so I took some time to 
reflect on my ministry here with the Malmo family

—how are things going in terms of my call to this 
community? 

The bottom line was that I’m encouraged. We do 
a lot of things well in terms of multigenerational 

ministry and caring for and discipling our young 
people as part of the larger community. Consider that: 

• Our youth and children are a part of our Sunday morning worship, and not just with their physical 
presence, but contributing to our worship with their voices as they sing, in reading scripture, and 

in being part of the music leading. I’m becoming more and more convinced that being involved 
and invested in our weekly worship is absolutely essential to raising young people who will 

remain committed to the body of Christ. We do this well and have been for some time. 

• Our young people are involved in other significant ways as well: helping in the kitchen, with 

childcare, church cleanup, and teaching Sunday school. All of these things are significant, not just 
theoretically, but actually—we have heard from our young people about the significance of these 

things. 

• I see all kinds of natural relationships happening intergenerationally—older and younger 

connecting. This is the best way for mentoring and discipleship to happen is in relationship and I 
would encourage those of you who have these relationships to go deep. Don’t just keep it on the 

surface, but encourage and support each other, carry each other’s burdens, wrestle with the 
questions of life and faith.  

I see it as at least part of my job to continue to encourage us on the path we’re on. That’s not to say 
that I can lay claim to all of these things, just to say that we are on the road we want to be on, or to 

say that there aren’t areas we can grow in.  But discipleship is a lifelong process and discipling our 
young people in particular is about helping them lay a foundation for continued spiritual growth and 

faithfulness in adulthood. The things we are doing are important parts of this journey. I think we 
should be encouraged. I certainly am. 

Some more things I’m encouraged by: 

• The growing number of leaders who want to invest in our youth and youth ministry, engaging in 

play, worship, and study together with our young people. (Thanks so much to everyone who makes 
ministry happen on so many levels: Wednesday night leaders, the Youth Ministry Leadership Team, 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• the activities and socials coordinator, the meals coordinators, the many people who cook our 

delicious weekly meals, our substitutes.) 

• The C.E. Board initiated Saturday morning talks, engaging in conversation and teaching of topics 

relevant to faith and discipleship for individuals and families in our community. 

• Malmo’s commitment to giving their pastors a ministry renewal leave (sabbatical) after every four 

years of ministry. My sabbatical was a highlight of my year, not just because it was a rest, but 
because it had intentional elements meant to refresh me spiritually, which giving me new 

understanding of myself and new understanding of prayer and reading scripture. These benefits 
also flow out into the church through my ministry. 

I have also been reflecting on the ways in which I can be a “resource” (however you may understand 
that word) to our community in terms of biblical and spiritual training. Obviously some of this 

happens through the various parts of the youth ministry, Sunday school, Sunday morning worship, 
and things like the Saturday Morning C.E. Talks (some of you missed a great conversation in 

November about our digital connectedness and how that relates to our health, including spiritually!). 
But there may be other helpful ways for me to be that resource for our community—perhaps through 

conversation with parents and children about ways to engage faith or scripture or prayer together, or 
through more personal teaching opportunities, creating resources, or by raising awareness of helpful 

outside resources.  

Of course, I am already working on some of these things, but coming out of this season of reflection, 

I thought it might be helpful to raise awareness: I’m here. How can I help? Can I buy you a coffee? 
Maybe we can hang out? 

As I was writing this report, I chanced upon the following verses from The Message paraphrase of the 
Bible. I think it expresses well my vision for the life of faith and discipleship, which I continue to 

encourage in my ministry. It’s not always easy, and it takes time, but it’s the best way. 

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your 

sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an 
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.  

Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize 

what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always 
dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-

formed maturity in you. (Romans 12:1-2) 

May I as a follower of Jesus, and may we as the body of Christ, remain faithful to our call in and to 

our Family, our families, and our greater community. 

        – Pastor Marc 

(See the next page for some highlights and goings from 2017...) 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(Associate Pastor’s report continued...) 
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Highlights and goings-on, in no particular 
order: 

• on hospital on-call rotation in lieu of full-
time on-site chaplain 

• hospital services rotation 
• care home services rotation—now including 

Sunrise Village! These are always a joy, even 
(especially) when some in attendance sing 
the hymns half a stanza behind the rest of 
the group! 

• Spiritual Care workshop through AHS in Red 
Deer 

• prepared and facilitated the seminar, 
“Living in a Digital World: Establishing a 
Healthy Connection to Technology” for 
Saturday morning session in November. 

• Other C.E. Board events: Marriage matters, 
stress and kids, Advent Celebration 

• Mental Health First Aid for Adults Working 
with Youth training 

• Involved with two community weddings 
• Wetaskiwin After Grad Society (organizes 

dry grad party) 
• “Dolce Canto” - community choir led by 

Paul Sweet, spring and Christmas concerts 
• Wetaskiwin Evangelical Ministerial 

Association (WEMA) meetings 
• Helping another Covenant church process 

their transition to an associate pastor 
position 

• Youth bible study: basic issues of faith; the 
call of Jesus to take up your cross; what it 
means that you are love and Christ’s life 
lives in you. 

• YC 2017 in Red Deer on May long weekend 
• Board meetings 

• Shovelers (youth) bible study every second 
Friday: Ephesians, Philemon, Jude, 
Revelation 

• Ministry Renewal Leave (Sabbatical) in 
March: rest, study, prayer. Highlight: 
personal 5-day silent retreat at Loyola 
House, Guelph, ON, and our family visit to 
Phoenix. 

• MidWinter Conference in Louisville, KY in 
January 

• Youth Committee Meetings 
• ECCC AGM, Chestermere, AB 
• Trellis Foundation board meetings in 

November 
• Youth filled 4 N.O.W. backpacks with basic 

supplies for those in need this winter 
• Monthly breakfast meeting with northern 

Alberta Covenant pastors for catching up 
and encouragement 

• Co-spoke at Covenant Bible Bible Camp 
junior high camp in July. 

• Sunday morning worship: music, preaching, 
prayers, children’s lessons 

• Youth socials 
• Put together Children’s Day program with 

Dixie. 
• Youth committee meeting 
• Hospital visits 
• Youth year-end party 
• Ash Wednesday service 
• Youth Ministry Conference at CBBC 
• Attended Breakforth in Edmonton 
• Youth Christmas decorating and games with 

residents at Peace Hills Lodge 
• Co-taught junior high Sunday school with 

Laureen Sandin



NEWS FROM THE CHURCH CHAIRMAN 

Peace be with you Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Malmo has seen another year pass and it was a blessed year.  My heart is filled with gratitude. 

I am so grateful for our Pastoral Leadership.  Thank you Pastor Randall and Lauralea for walking with us in 
the field, for teaching and guiding and loving on us!  Thank you Pastor Marc and Dixie, and your family, for 
sharing all of your gifts and talents with us, and for your leadership in so many areas!  We at Malmo are on a 
journey and it is more wonderful because of these beautiful, God called, people in our lives.   Personally, I 
want to thank Randall and Marc for their friendship, guidance, and discernment which have profoundly 
helped me. 

I am also grateful for all the board members who commit their time to serve this community.  I am grateful 
for Delora, who has done our church books for over 18 years and looks after many other administrative 
details so well.  I appreciate Ruth, for tracking all our crazy minutes.   I am thankful for the many people who 
contribute and that is a huge list,  There are young, old, not-so-old, members, non-members, and even 
some visitors who frankly just do “lots of stuff” to make Malmo the wonderful place it is. 

I am glad we are forming a building committee to explore the next steps and cost of a new build in Malmo.  
This information is critical to a wise discussion by the congregation.  I am also glad so see it move off the 
board agenda to a committee format, clearing some space for the board to have other discussions. 

What else makes me pause to give thanks? 

• The Giving Sundays which provide support for the greater body.   
• The care and prayer our Deacons provide which help people draw closer to Christ.   
• The Trustee board who have cared for our space and made it welcoming and inviting. 
• The Christian Education board who have gone above and beyond to create opportunities for people 

to draw in closer to God; things like the Saturday Sessions.  If you have not attended, you should. 
• For the financial blessing bestowed by God.  All of our bills paid and there is extra to share.   
• The possibility that we will begin to allocate finances to the ECCC general account from our budget in 

an act of stewardship.   
• That we have walked an uneasy but beautiful road as we consider a possible new build.   
• All the different people who commit to the worship team whether that is new musicians, leaders, and 

technical people… it is a special dedication they bring.   

I would like to plant three seeds.  Some may root, some may not.  First, there are a number of people in our 
Malmo family who are not members of our church.  There are likely many good reasons for that, but I would 
ask you to pray again and consider becoming a member.  Talk to me or the Pastors on why this step might 
be a great idea.  Secondly, young people (and some older)… maybe God is nudging you towards baptism… 
to which I say “come on in, the water is great!”  Finally, I believe it is time to consider a tweaking of our 
board system.  I ask you to consider reducing the number of people we need on each board.  That would 
allow for people to step off leadership, rest and renew, and step back in with new energy. 

This is my last board report.  I am sad to leave “the best small group I have been a part of” yet excited for 
the energy and wisdom that new people will bring. 

Finally, I am grateful for my family, Marcia in particular, who carried much while I have been Chairman.   

Shalom,  Barry Schultz  
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“The faithful love of the LORD never ends!  His mercies never cease. 
Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. 

I say to myself, “The LORD is my inheritance; 
therefore, I will hope in him!” 

The LORD is good to those who depend on him, 
to those who search for him. 

So it is good to wait quietly for salvation from the LORD.” 
Lamentations 3:22-26
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Bank:
    General $53,811.21 
       - prison ministry $200.00 
       - instrument fund $455.45 
       - Mustard Seed $68.02 
    Youth  $8,215.29 
    Benevolence $10,583.03 
    Memorial  $2,708.48 
    Education Bursary $14,835.11 
    Development  $128,941.86 
    Paypal $593.08 
Total Bank Accounts $220,411.53 
Petty Cash $100.00 
G.S.T. Receivable $280.39 
Building $1,070,000.00 

Total Assets $1,290,791.92

Liabilities - Payroll $0.00 

Equity $1,290,791.92 

Total Liabilities & Equity $1,290,791.92

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Balance Sheet
December 31, 2017

Assets
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“Search for the LORD and for his strength; 
continually seek Him” 

1 Chronicles 16:11
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General donations for Malmo ministries $250,231.12 
General donations for other ministries $4,685.00 
Benevolence donations $3,315.00 
Youth donations & income $6,166.00 
Memorial donations $360.00 
Development Fund donations $36,750.00 
Education Bursary donations $0.00 
Interest income $462.38 

Total Donations & Income $301,969.50 

General Ministry:
    Deacons Ministry $902.89 
    Christian Education Ministry $5,779.42 
    Trustees Ministry $28,023.93 
    Womens Ministry $800.00 
    Lead Pastor Ministry $3,353.76 
    Associate Pastor Ministry $2,236.41 
    Administrative Ministry $14,537.88 
    Personnel $170,486.81 

Total General Ministry expenses $226,121.10
Other Ministries:
    Other projects* $16,866.98 
    Benevolence $441.97 
    Instrument Fund $0.00 
    Education Bursaries paid $2,250.00 
    Youth Fundraisers & Expenses $3,479.02 
    Memorial Expenses $5,000.00 
    Development Expenses $4,292.49 

Total Other Ministry expenses $32,330.46
Total Expenses $258,451.56 

Net Difference $43,517.94

Ministry Expenses:

*Other Projects: CBBC-General $6,000, ECCC-General $6,000 (Given from 2016 surplus), 
Covenant Congo Kids: $1,690, Mustard Seed: $1121.98, ECCC Church planting: $1025,   
Trellis Camp scholarship: $500, Haiti Bracelets: $530                 

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Consolidated Income Statement
January 1 to December 31, 2017

Donations & income:
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Malmo	Mission	Covenant	Church
Income	Received
January	1	through	December	31,	2017

General	Donations
General	Donations $247,335.00 receiptable

Loose	Offerings $2,896.12 non	receiptable includes	cemetery	grant	$1000.00
polling	booth	75.00	and	
burial	fees	300	plus	gas	royalties	27.60

Income	for	operating	Malmo $250,231.12

Pie	Auction	(	Church	Planting	) $1,025.00 receiptable
Covenant	Kids	Congo $1,630.00 receiptable
Covenant	Kids	Congo $60.00 non	receiptable
Mustard	seed $1,190.00 receiptable
Trellis	grant $500.00 non	receiptable
Haiti	bracelets $280.00 non	receiptable

total $254,916.12

Benevolence $3,315.00 receiptable

total $3,315.00

Memorial	Fund $360.00 Receiptable

total $360.00
Youth	Fund

Receiptable $3,000.00 receiptable
Cash $300.00 in	envelope	no	name
Barn	Dance $0.00
Apple	sales $2,866.00

total $6,166.00

Development	Fund
Receiptable $36,750.00 receiptable

total $36,750.00

Total	all	accounts	 $301,507.12

Receiptable	Donations $294,605.00
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“For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat.  In the same 
way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of 
generosity in you.  Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be 

generous.  And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.” 
2 Corinthians 9:10-11
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Actual Budget $ Under/(Over)
Deacons Ministry:
    Deacons Care Ministry $251.74 $400.00 $148.26 
    Guest Speakers $0.00 $375.00 $375.00 
    Worship space supplies $651.15 $725.00 $73.85 

Total Deacons Ministry $902.89 $1,500.00 $597.11 

Christian Education Ministry:
    Curriculum & programming $2,047.88 $3,500.00 $1,452.12 
    Family Discipleship events $1,380.81 $2,000.00 $619.19 
    Youth Activities $2,350.73 $2,500.00 $149.27 

Total Christian Education Ministry $5,779.42 $8,000.00 $2,220.58 

Trustees Ministry:
      Current Expenses $1,621.82 $3,500.00 $1,878.18 

    Capital Expenses $2,361.04 $4,065.00 $1,703.96 
    Electricity $4,085.46 $4,250.00 $164.54 
    Natural Gas $3,427.95 $4,000.00 $572.05 
    Garbage Disposal $740.68 $1,000.00 $259.32 
    Insurance $6,050.00 $6,700.00 $650.00 
    Janitorial $5,676.43 $5,800.00 $123.57 
    Piano/Organ Tuning $461.25 $660.00 $198.75 
    Carpet Cleaning $430.50 $1,500.00 $1,069.50 
    Elevator Inspection $1,531.53 $2,000.00 $468.47 
    Property Taxes $1,381.02 $1,350.00 ($31.02)
    Cemetery costs $256.25 $0.00 ($256.25)

Total Trustees Ministry $28,023.93 $34,825.00 $6,801.07 

Womens Ministry:
    Womens Ministry Fees $800.00 $800.00 $0.00 

Total Womens Ministry $800.00 $800.00 $0.00 

Lead Pastor Ministry:
    Lead Pastor Care Ministry $1,490.86 $1,750.00 $259.14 
    Education & Resources $452.69 $500.00 $47.31 
    Pastoral Conferences $1,410.21 $3,000.00 $1,589.79 

Total Lead Pastor Ministry $3,353.76 $5,250.00 $1,896.24 

Associate Pastor Ministry:
    Associate Pastor Care Ministry $677.49 $800.00 $122.51 
    Education & Resources $496.04 $500.00 $3.96 
    Pastoral Conferences $1,062.88 $3,500.00 $2,437.12 

Total Associate Pastor Ministry $2,236.41 $4,800.00 $2,563.59 

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Statement of Ministry Expenses
January 1 to December 31, 2017
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Actual Budget $ Under/(Over)

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Statement of Ministry Expenses
January 1 to December 31, 2017

Administrative Ministry:
    Church Celebrations Events $0.00 $500.00 $500.00 
    Church Fellowship $2,203.43 $2,000.00 ($203.43)
    Conferences - Lay Ministries $868.55 $1,000.00 $131.45 
    Ministry Fees $1,145.63 $1,200.00 $54.37 
    Publications $628.55 $500.00 ($128.55)
    Advertising $371.75 $400.00 $28.25 
    Church supplies, technology & upgrades $5,524.97 $6,000.00 $475.03 
    Telephone & Internet $3,460.38 $3,500.00 $39.62 
    Bank Charges $334.62 $350.00 $15.38 

Total Administrative Ministry $14,537.88 $15,450.00 $615.55 

Personnel:
  Wages & Salaries:
     Lead Pastor salary $61,900.08 $61,900.00 ($0.08)
     Associate Pastor salary $40,775.20 $40,775.00 ($0.20)
     Admin. Assistant wages $9,092.70 $12,000.00 $2,907.30 
  Total Wages & Salaries $111,767.98 $114,675.00 $2,907.02 
  CPP & EI Expense $7,513.22 $8,000.00 $486.78 
  Covenant Pension $15,875.51 $16,000.00 $124.49 
  Group Insurance $7,023.04 $7,500.00 $476.96 
  Housing Allowance $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $0.00 
  Car Allowance for Pastors $8,307.06 $10,000.00 $1,692.94 

Total Personnel $170,486.81 $176,175.00 $5,688.19 

Total General Ministry Expenses $226,121.10 $246,800.00 $20,382.33 
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“Whom have I in heaven but you? 
I desire you more than anything on earth.   

My health may fail and my spirit may grow weak, 
but God remains the strength of my heart; 

he is mine forever.” 
Psalm 73:25-26
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Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Proposed Budget
2018

2017 Budget
Proposed 

2018 Budget
$           

change
%         

change

Deacons Ministry:
    Deacons Care Ministry $400 $250
    Guest Speakers $375 $400
    Worship space supplies $725 $725

Total Deacons Ministry $1,500 $1,375 -$125 -8.33%

Christian Education Ministry:
    Curriculum & programming $3,500 $2,500
    Family Discipleship events $2,000 $3,000
    Youth Activities $2,500 $2,500

Total Christian Education Ministry $8,000 $8,000 $0 0.00%

Trustees Ministry:
      Current Expenses $3,500 $3,500
      Capital Expenses $4,065 $16,000

    Electricity $4,250 $4,250
    Natural Gas $4,000 $4,500
    Garbage Disposal $1,000 $650
    Insurance $6,700 $6,500
    Janitorial $5,800 $5,500
    Piano/Organ Tuning $660 $660
    Carpet Cleaning $1,500 $1,000
    Elevator Inspection $2,000 $2,000
    Property Taxes $1,350 $1,450

Total Trustees Ministry $34,825 $46,010 $11,185 32.12%

Covenant Ministry Support:
    Canada Conference General $0 $10,000
    Canada WM Ministry $800 $800

Total Covenant Ministry Support $800 $10,800 $10,000 1250.00%

Lead Pastor Ministry:
    Lead Pastor Care Ministry $1,750 $1,750
    Education & Resources $500 $500
    Pastoral Conferences $3,000 $3,500

Total Lead Pastor Ministry $5,250 $5,750 $500 9.52%

Associate Pastor Ministry:
    Associate Pastor Care Ministry $800 $800
    Education & Resources $500 $500
    Pastoral Conferences $3,500 $3,000

Total Associate Pastor Ministry $4,800 $4,300 -$500 -10.42%

P
R

O
P

O
S

E
D

 B
U

D
G

E
T



 

2017 Annual Report  22

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Proposed Budget
2018

2017 Budget
Proposed 

2018 Budget
$           

change
%         

change
Administrative Ministry:
    Church Celebrations Events $500 $500
    Church Fellowship $2,000 $2,000
    Church Treasury Expenses $0 $1,000
    Conferences - Lay Ministries $1,000 $2,500
    Ministry Fees $1,200 $1,200
    Publications $500 $400
    Advertising $400 $500
    Church supplies, technology & upgrades $6,000 $6,000
    Telephone & Internet $3,500 $3,500
    Bank Charges $350 $350

Total Administrative Ministry $15,450 $17,950 $2,500 16.18%

Personnel:
  Wages & Salaries:
     Lead Pastor salary $61,900 $65,955
     Associate Pastor salary $40,775 $43,814
     Admin. Assistant wages $12,000 $12,600
  Total Wages & Salaries $114,675 $122,369
  CPP & EI Expense $8,000 $8,000
  Covenant Pension $16,000 $16,000
  Group Insurance $7,500 $7,500
  Housing Allowance $20,000 $20,000
  Car Allowance for Pastors $10,000 $10,000

Total Personnel $176,175 $183,869 $7,694 4.37%

Total General Ministry Expenses $246,800 $278,054 $31,254 12.66%
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“Rise to whatever comes to you, go to wherever you’re sent, give however your soul knows 
how, and give thanks whenever you breathe.” ~Ann VosKamp



NEWS FROM THE DEACON BOARD 

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?   
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  If I rise on the wings 

of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me,  
your right hand will hold me fast.  Psalm 139: 7-10 

The purpose of the Deacon board is to care for people in ways that draw them toward Christ and loving 
them through the different seasons of life.  As we look back at the different “seasons” many of our Church 
family have gone through his past year, this passage from Psalm 139 comes to mind.  We have had 
opportunities to celebrate and we have had difficult times where we have simply asked “Why Lord?”  But in 
the midst of it all, it’s comforting to know that our Father is with us wherever we go, whatever season we are 
in, even during the seasons when we may not understand the purpose behind the Lord’s plans for our lives.  
In the midst of the various events and activities of the year, the deacons have continued, as always, to be in 
prayer throughout the year for the entire Malmo family and have looked for ways in which we can bring our 
congregation closer to Christ.  Whether through a phone call or email with a word of encouragement, 
providing a meal, or perhaps simply but most importantly lifting each one of you up in prayer throughout 
the year, the deacons have striven to keep our purpose at the centre of everything we’ve done throughout 
this year.   

Some of the highlights from this past year include sending a group from Malmo to serve at the Mustard 
Seed, a visit and dessert night with Dr. Mano from Haiti, four baptisms on Children’s Day, the annual summer 
BBQ held this year at Barry & Marcia’s, two 25th anniversaries and one 70th birthday.  We were also able to 
celebrate the lives of Helen Campbell and Alice Peterson who went home to be with our Lord in heaven. 

We have also had some opportunities to bless a few families through the benevolent fund this past year and 
continue to hold a healthy balance in the benevolent fund.  As such, if there are any opportunities that 
anyone is aware of for Malmo to show the love of Christ through the benevolent fund, or any other need 
whatsoever where you think the deacons could provide support or service, please let the deacon board 
know. 

As we wrap up 2017, I would like to also give a word of thanks to my fellow deacons, Charlene, Blayne, Lise, 
Matt & Veronica for their faithful service this year and for our pastors who continue to do an amazing job of 
leading and shepherding our congregation here at Malmo. 

Blessings to all of you. 

Corey Nelson – Deacon Board Chair 

2017 Annual Report  23

B
O

A
R

D
 R

E
P

O
R

T
S



NEWS FROM THE TRUSTEE BOARD 

I am encouraged to report that 2017 was a year that the Trustee Board was able to complete the projects 
approved at the 2017 A.G.M. I am thankful for our Trustee Board consisting of Tyson Kinsey, Darryl Doell, 
Michael Nelson, Jeremy Pluim and myself. With the strengths and gifts of each person on the board we were 
able to maintain the buildings and grounds of Malmo Mission Covenant Church. 

The projects we completed this year included: 
• purchasing and installing a new washer and dryer in the parsonage 
• building a new larger deck on the parsonage 
• installing new lights and ceiling in the church foyer. 

With the help of many volunteers we were able to complete these projects within the budgets approved.  
Our trustee work also included regular maintenance of the church, parsonage, cemetery and grounds. 

The trustees would like to thank the many volunteers who helped with lawn care, snow removal, cleaning 
and general maintenance of our buildings.  Your help is greatly appreciated in helping us in our role of 
looking after our church facilities. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry Peterson, Trustee Chairman 

NEWS FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD 

This has been a really wonderful and full year for the CE board, and as always, God has been in the details.  
As our mandate states, our focus has been to “create opportunities for people to grow closer in relationship 
to God and to be shaped as his disciples.”   I am very pleased with the variety of opportunities that our 
board has worked together to plan, and am extremely grateful for the support of our church, and each and 

every person who has helped out and volunteered to make these plans 
come to life.  I won’t touch on everything, but here is a review of some 
of the items that the CE board has been working on this year. 

As was introduced last year, our board has continued to split the C.E. 
responsibilities, with each person focusing on 1 of 4 main areas; Sunday 
School, small groups, special events and youth.  While we all still meet 
monthly and make plans together as a group, we have found that this 
process has led to productive work with fewer details falling through the 
cracks, as we each have a specific area to follow up on.  I am so grateful 
for a fantastic team to work with on this board.  Lauralea, Edie and Marc 
all bring creative ideas, good discussion, and are very willing to help/
plan/lead whenever needed. Thank you to each one of you for your 
patience with me as I learn along the way, and for all of your work to 
make this a successful year. 

One of the larger changes to our Sunday school program this year was 
introducing a new curriculum for ages Pre-K to Grade 6, called ‘Dig In’.   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CONTINUED… 
FROM THE BOARD OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCTION 

So far this curriculum, which allows 
teachers to build their lessons online by 
choosing from a variety of engaging 
lesson ideas, games, crafts, etc, has 
been successful, and has also helped us 
to significantly lower our curriculum 
budget.  As always, we are so thankful 
for each of the Sunday School teachers 
that give their time and energy every 
Sunday to teach and mentor our kids. 
Thank you to everyone who volunteers 
for this!  Also, thank you to our small 
group leaders that are planning, 
hosting and teaching groups 
throughout the week.   

The memory verse program was a success again this year! Thanks to Carolyn for leading this. It was wrapped 
up with a time of recognition for all who learned verses during our Children’s day service out at CBBC…what 
a beautifully sunny and fun day that was!  Children’s Day is a wonderful opportunity for our church family to 
enjoy a great ‘children focused’ service, witness baptism, participate in games for all ages, laugh, eat and 
fellowship together.  It is always a yearly highlight for me. 

This year we began to set aside one Saturday (most months) for intentional learning in the form of a 
‘Saturday Session’.  These are intended to “equip, challenge, inspire and encourage” our church family and 
community.  We have covered topics such as marriage, euthanasia, how to deal with stress in our kids, and 
technology and it’s benefits and dangers.  We have also hosted a community Kids Club on one of these 
session dates.  This month’s session will be a blanket exercise, which is an interactive way of telling the story 
of First Nations experience in Canadian History.  We have tried a variety of ways to promote these sessions 
so that the surrounding community is aware that they are happening and encouraged to attend (thank you, 
Delora, for your work helping us with the promotion), but we could certainly use your help in spreading the 
word.  Tell your friends and invite your neighbours, as we would love to see more and more people involved 
in these sessions.  And if there is a topic you would like to see presented at one of these sessions, talk with a 
C.E. member.  We are open to new ideas! 

Our Advent celebration was most definitely a success once again this year.  A huge thank you to Pattie and 
Alli (and their helpers) for all of the time you poured into planning this event. People were able to create a 
wonderful advent project to take home, as well as spend some time learning about and reflecting on the 
meaning of advent. What a wonderful way to kick off this Christmas season!  Shortly after this celebration we 
had our Sunday School Christmas concert.  Another wonderful time to get together and celebrate the birth 
of Jesus.  Our Sunday School teachers did a wonderful job planning skits and songs for their classes.  Thanks 
to Dixie and Lisa N. for leading this. 

Being a part of the C.E. board these past 3 years has been a very rewarding experience.  I have learned from 
everyone I have worked with and I have truly enjoyed seeing God at work, especially in the new programs 
and ideas.  Malmo is a wonderful community to be a part of!  Thank you for trusting me in this position.   

Respectfully Submitted,   Sarah Kinsey, Chair, Malmo CE Board 2017 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GREETINGS FROM THE E.C.C. 
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November 2017 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As you gather for your congregational meeting, let me say how grateful I am for the 
partnership we share in this movement we call the Evangelical Covenant Church. 
 
You are one of more than 850 Covenant congregations within our 11 regional conferences 
in the United States and Canada. Together, we are impacting millions of lives both here and 
around the world in some 40 additional countries. We do it by pursuing five priorities. 
Together, we start and strengthen churches, make and deepen disciples, develop leaders, 
love mercy and do justice, and serve globally. 
 
Our partnership is designed to be three-strand strong, the intertwining of congregation – 
Conference – Covenant. Indeed, 3StrandStrong is an emphasis you can find more about at 
covchurch.org, as well discover more about the impact we make together.  
 
All of this is possible only because of your partnership and God’s faithfulness. As you gather 
today to reflect on the many ways God is using your congregation, remember that one of 
those ways is through your engagement with this network of Covenant churches.  
 
Finally, a personal word. I will be retiring next summer after 10 years in this office, and 42 
years altogether of Covenant ministry. The Covenant is where I came to faith as a high 
school student. It is the community that has continually nurtured my own growth as a 
follower of Christ, and that of my family. It is the Church whose dedication to God's mission 
has been so central to my own vocation. It is the relational center for so very many of our 
deepest and most cherished relationships. Thank you for the honor of serving, and thank 
you for helping to make the Covenant the special fellowship that it is. I am confident God 
will raise up gifted and godly leadership for a faithful and fruitful future for the Covenant. I 
will do whatever is helpful for a smooth transition as that time approaches.  
 
Together, may we always seek to go deeper in Christ and further in mission. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Gary Walter 
President 
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PO Box 23117  ∙  RPO McGillivray  ∙  Winnipeg, MB R3T 5S3 
Ph. (204) 269-3437  ∙  Fx. (204) 269-3584  ∙  www.covchurch.ca 

January 2018

“…GOD is striding ahead of you. He’s right there with you. He won’t let you down; he won’t leave
you. Don’t be intimidated. Don’t worry.” - Deuteronomy 31:8

In Deuteronomy chapter 31 an elderly Moses addressed the people of Israel prior to their entry into
Canaan, following their forty-year sojourn in the desert. They were a great company but not a great
army and the land they were about to enter had fortified cities and hostile peoples. Moses’ words,
words born out of decades of walking with God, must have been a real encouragement to a people
facing an uncertain future and some daunting obstacles.

We too, live in uncertain times and the winds of change do not regularly seem to favor our assigned
task of advancing Christ’s great kingdom here on earth, but the words of Moses remind us that our
Lord goes before us. As a conference of like-minded churches in Canada we have much to celebrate
regarding our Lord’s presence and blessing throughout 2017 and we anticipate His gracious
enablement as we move forward to take possession of all He has in store for us in 2018.

As a conference of churches we recognize that some huge changes are ahead for us as a result of the
resignation of Superintendent Jeff Anderson. Jeff and Darlene are settling into their new roles abroad
and the ECCC Leadership Board has been engaged in the ECC’s detailed and proven process to
have a candidate in place for our Annual General Meeting (May 3-6, 2018) – your continued prayers
are invited.

Thank you – individuals and churches in Canada – for all you have done locally and abroad to
advance Christ’s kingdom through the ECCC this past year. Your generosity towards our collective
efforts in Christ’s name has resulted in alleviation of suffering, encouragement of the weary and
continued proclamation of the Good News.

In the yoke of Christ,

Ray Wall
Interim Superintendent/President



MALMO MEMBERSHIP 

Membership Summary: 
     We began January 1, 2017 with 81 members. 
 Two of our members passed away this year: H. Campbell & A. Peterson 
                 As of December 31, 2017 we have 79 members. 

Malmo Members: 
 Audrey Anderson 
 Dave & Carol Anderson 
 Sieg & Maxine Buskas 
 Darryl & Delora Doell 
 Leslie & Elnice Doell 
 Gwen Ericson 
 Randall & Lauralea Friesen 
 Ken & Vanessa Grimm 
 Gloria Guaitoli 
 Rod Harink 
 Stan & Christy Harsch 
 Karen Hlusiak 
 Terral & Carolyn Jarrett 
 Larry & Edie Johnson 
 Greg Julas 
 Wayne & Lise Kemerink 
 Tyson & Sarah Kinsey 
 Patrick & Stacey Lees 
 Blayne & Carol Leeuw 
 Helen Moseson 
 Corey & Heather Nelson 
 Dennis & Ruth Nelson 
 Keith Nelson 

 Lorne & Eunice Nelson 
 Matthew & Jeramie-Lee Nelson 
 Michael & Lisa Nelson 
 Garry Olson 
 Jean Paulson 
 Larry & Pattie Peterson 
 Andy & Jenell Pluim 
 Jeremy & Allison Pluim 
 Ann Pluim 
 Steve & Lisa Reid 
 Ruby Reimer 
 Jeff & Nadene Reitsma 
 Randy & Jillian Risto 
 Barry & Marcia Schultz 
 Jason & Deborah Schultz 
 Lynn Schultz 
 John & Jan Schwonik 
 Roger & Veronica Smith 
 Clayton Smith 
 Andy & Charlene Tinis 
 Marc & Dixie Vandersluys 
 Rick & Kenda Vickery 
 Bertren & Vivian Weaver 
 Byron Weaver 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MINUTES FROM OCTOBER CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Fall Congregational Meeting,  October 24, 2017  

Barry opened our meeting with a welcome at 7:05. He thanked our pastors saying, “ We have been lead and 
fed”. He also thanked Board members who put in a lot of work throughout the year. Thanks to all the behind 
the scene people and thanks for all of you that are here tonight.  

Pastor Marc opened with a devotional. Unity of the church is so important. He read First Thessalonians 
chapter 2. Tell our story. How can we move forward by the love of Christ and shaped by the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Unified in Christ. He closed in Prayer.  

Acceptance of the agenda. Roger moved, Jenell seconded. Accepted unanimously.  

Acceptance of minutes. Ruth moved the acceptance of the minutes from our last Congregational meeting 
on April 25, 2017. Sarah seconded. Unanimously accepted.  

Pastor Marc Update: It seems to have been a season of kick-offs. Youth kick off, Sunday School kick off, 
Randall’s holiday kick off. Pastor Randall and I went to Breton to talk to their church on how Malmo changed 
from a Youth Pastor position to an Associate Pastor position. There were lots of great questions and we had 
a good time with them. At that meeting it gave me a time to review and reflect on what I am doing here and 
my call. We have been here for 5 years now and looking back over those years I was encouraged. Kids in 
service, youth involved with worship and involved with teaching Sunday School classes etc. Part of my call is 
to be a resource to families and to help them, which I don’t feel has been happening, but I am here if there 
is a need. We are moving forward here at Malmo which is such a blessing. This coming year is a CHIC 
summer in Tenn. We will have a parents meeting coming up to see what interest there is. Our family is doing 
well. Dixie had a great experience in Ecuador. She is doing a grief seminar in Wetaskiwin in November and 
has her own office space now in town. Pattie prayed for our pastors.  

Trustee report Larry Peterson: There is a new washer and dryer in the parsonage as well as a new deck and 
we were under budget. We talked about an awning for the deck but ran out of time. This is something we 
will look at in the new year. We had a work day in June. We worked also in the cemetery and fixed some of 
the head stones etc. Now that harvest is wrapped up we will start working on the budget for the 2018 year.  

CE Board Sarah Nelson: It has been a busy fall for our board. Sunday school is well under way and we have 
a great group of volunteers teaching. They are also working with a new curriculum which is going really well 
and very user friendly. Small groups are not going yet due to harvest. This Saturday we have a workshop on 
“Growing healthy children.” This is dealing with stresses that our children face, but is also really good for all 
ages. Everyone is welcome and child care is provided. November 18th is our next workshop which has to do 
with technology (internet) safety. The Christmas season is coming quickly. November 24th and 25th we will 
have a 10,000 village sale at the church. Our family Advent night will be December 2nd. Our Christmas 
Concert is December 10th at 6:30.  

Deacon Board Corey Nelson: Thanks to Pastor Marc for handling extra duty’s while Randall is away. We are 
trying to help out however we can while Randall is away so Marc isn’t overloaded. We did a review of our 
benevolent fund policy and didn’t see the need for any changes. We were able to help a family in need 
purchase a stove. Dr. Manno from Haiti came for a dessert night at Larry and Pattie Peterson’s and shared 
what is happening at his clinic in Haiti. It was very interesting and informative. This coming Sunday we will be 
selling bracelets that were made in Haiti to help support those in need of medicine. We have 50 bracelets at 
$5.00 each. Our board has discussed at some length the passing of the offering plates on Sunday mornings 
and are making a motion that we replace the offering plate passing in the service with a box or boxes at the 
back of the church. After some discussion the motion was passed unanimously.  

2017 Annual Report  29

M
E

E
T

IN
G

 M
IN

U
T

E
S



CONTINUED…CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 

Church Board Update:  
Andy Pluim Financial Secretary update: Andy reported that the total giving to date is $207,523.62.  

Delora Doell Treasurer update: Delora reported that our expenses are higher than Donations received in our 
general ministry funds, but only by $1,338.67. We are basically on track with last year at this time and there 
are presently no concerns.  

Board Update Barry Schultz: Prayer is still a key activity of this group and we so appreciate and feel your 
prayers as a church body. The nominating committee is up and running and working on the different 
positions that are needed on the boards. Money is always working its way into our discussions. We are 
beginning to work on our budget process for the coming year. We have discussed at some length that we 
should set an amount to give to ECCC general. We will be bringing forward as part of the budget a set 
amount that we will budget and pay to ECCC. Our special offerings will continue as planned. Thank you for 
filling out and returning the survey forms. We (the church chair, Deacon chair, Trustee Chair, and CE.chair) 
will be meeting with our pastors after Pastor Randall returns from his holidays. We need to continue to care 
for our Pastors with their time off and Sunday’s away. It was brought to my attention that Malmo was not 
included in the church advertising in the Wetaskiwin Times any more. The reason for that is the cost keeps 
going up and we as a board didn’t see the value in it.  

Our biggest discussion is where to go next with a possible new build here at Malmo. As a board we sense a 
desire from the congregation to move forward and gather more details. We feel like we are moving slow and 
losing some momentum. This is possibly good new for some and bad news for others. From the 
questionnaire that you filled out it showed that 10.29% feel we are moving too fast, 60.29% feel we are just 
right, and 29.41% feel we are moving too slow. So maybe we are generally on the right track. Our 
suggestion would be to continue fact finding and to form a committee. This committee would have 5 
members on it:  

• 1 with experience/expertise in building and or contracting  
• 1 with experience/expertise in building and or landscaping work  
• 1 with experience/expertise in managing finances and perhaps fundraising  
• 1 with experience/expertise in interior/exterior design  
• 1 with experience/expertise in communications as a liaison/spokesperson  

This committee would generally be in effect until the project is completed or terminated when and if, the 
congregation would decide not to build.  We discussed this at some length and Pattie Peterson then made a 
motion that the board should use the above template to choose the people to form this committee. Second 
by Andy Pluim. Carried unanimously.  

Financial Reviewers: The following people will review the church finances for the annual meeting. Dennis 
Nelson, Corey Nelson, Ray Smith. Carried Unanimously.  

Nominating Committee Update: The people on the nominating committee are Pastor Randall, Darryl Doell, 
Varonica Smith, Sarah Kinsey and Marcia Schultz. They have already been working on filling the positions 
that are needed for the coming year. The positions that they are still working on are: Church Chair, Vice chair, 
several Trustees, Deacon, Deaconess, and CE.  

Date of Annual meeting is January 20, 2017 at 1:00PM  

Blayne Leeuw moved to adjourn.  Jenell closed in prayer.  

Ruth Nelson Secretary  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BALLOT OF OFFICERS FOR 2018 

Chairperson:     Jeremy Pluim (1 year term) 

Vice Chairperson:    Lorne Nelson (1 year term) 

Secretary:     Ruth Nelson (1 year term) 

Vice-Secretary:    Deborah Schultz (1 year term) 

Financial Secretary:    Andy Pluim (1 year term) 

Financial Treasurer:    Corey Nelson (1 year term) 

Deacon:     Matthew Nelson (3 year term) 

Deacon:     Keith Nelson (2 year term) 

Deaconess:     Lisa Reid (3 year term) 

Board of Christian Education:  Pattie Peterson (3 year term) 

Trustee:     Roger Smith (3 year term) 

Trustee:     Jason Schultz (3 year term) 

Trustee:     Patrick Lees (2 year term) 

2017 Annual Report  31

B
A

LLO
T

 O
F

 O
F

F
IC

E
R

S



MALMO OFFICERS FOR 2018 

 Chairman:   Jeremy Pluim / _____________________________ 

 Vice Chairman:  Lorne Nelson / _____________________________ 

 Secretary:   Ruth Nelson / ______________________________ 

 Vice Secretary:  Debbie Schultz / ____________________________ 

 Financial Secretary:  Andy Pluim / _______________________________ 

 Treasurer:   Corey Nelson / _____________________________ 

 Deacons: 

 3 yrs:  Matt Nelson /  __________________________________ 

 2 yrs:  Keith Nelson / _____________________________________ 

 1 yr:  Blayne Leeuw 

 Deaconess: 

 3 yrs:  Lisa Reid / _________________________________ 

 2 yrs:  Charlene Tinis 

 1 yr:  Veronica Smith 

 Trustees: 

 3 yrs:  Jason Schultz / ___________________________________ 

 3 yrs:  Roger Smith / ____________________________________ 

 2 yrs:  Patrick Lees / _____________________________________ 

 2 yrs:  Mike Nelson 

 1 yr:  Darryl Doell 

 Board of Christian Education: 

 3 yrs:  Pattie Peterson / ____________________________________ 

 2 yrs:  Edie Johnson 

 1 yr:  Lauralea Friesen 

2017 Annual Report  32

2018 M
A

LM
O

 O
F

F
IC

E
R

S

“So now I am giving you a new commandment:   
Love each other.  Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.   

Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
John 13:34-35



CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS 
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MALMO MISSION COVENANT CHURCH 
R.R. #2 

WETASKIWIN, AB 
T9A 1W9 

780-352-2721 
OFFICE@MALMOCHURCH.CA 

WWW.MALMOCHURCH.CA 
www.facebook.com/malmomissioncovenantchurch 

www.facebook.com/malmoyouthgroup 
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