
ANNUAL REPORT

“For I am about to do something new. 
    See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? 
I will make a pathway through the wilderness. 
    I will create rivers in the dry wasteland.”  
  ~Isaiah 43:19 (NLT)
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Every December, we ask you a question to consider.  This is one of my favourite parts of putting 

together the Annual Report Book - compiling all the different responses and seeing how you 
interpret the question.  It confirms again, how uniquely God has made each one of us - in how we 

see things and how we express ourselves.  We chose this year’s question with much intentionality.  
Last year was our 120th Anniversary so we chose to talk about our HISTORY and to give testimony 
of how God has worked faithfully in our midst over these past 120 years.  This year, we want to 

look FORWARD, in anticipation of what God is doing and calling us to.  But to look forward well, 
we need to know ‘who we are’.  And so, I am excited to share with you, your responses to the question…”If 

you were to describe Malmo, what would you say?”  ~Delora Doell

Malmo is inviting, accepting, loving. 

Malmo does caring for others well and coffee time is 

excellent. 

Malmo has great music. 

Malmo teaches truth from the Word of God. 

Malmo is my family, not only for this time in life, but 

for all eternity. 

~Anonymous

Malmo is one of the building blocks of my life. I 

grew up in Malmo and have since moved away, but 

whenever I return it’s a little bit like coming back to 

my spiritual home. When I come back to visit, I see 

old Sunday School teachers and youth leaders, and 

kids I taught in Sunday School who are now taller 

than me. It’s coming back to people who I know 

pray for me, even when I’m gone. I know that has 

made all the difference in my life. Coming back to 

Malmo is coming back to some of the people who 

have influenced my spiritual life the most and I am 

incredibly grateful. ~Dana Doell

I would say it’s home.  A place where you’re welcomed and loved.  A place where you can 

share your heart.  A place I miss when I’m not there.  P.S.  And a great Pastor!   

~MaryAnn Friesen

Malmo:  Who We Are…as we look FORWARD together

Youth Missions Trip Pie Auction
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I would define Malmo as a group of people who have 

lengthy relationships with each other, but still find time to 

welcome and start relationships with new people. A 

church is bound to flourish beyond 120 years this way. 

 Back in the early 50’s, Bert and Vivian Weaver thought it 

would be nice to invite the Leeuw kids to Sunday School. 

They weren’t sure how Claude and Jessie would react to 

their kids being invited, but they asked anyway. After 

awhile Claude and Jessie began coming, and a long 

relationship was built. Jessie would always have some sort 

of candy for the kids, a tradition now carried on by Carol 

Anderson. And just like with Carol, the kids would flock to 

Jessie when they saw her arrive, to get a candy and a hug. 

Now when we bring Bert and Vivian out to Malmo, Blayne 

is usually at the door to greet them and help them inside.  

I can’t help but think back some 60+ years ago when Bert 

and Viv decided to pick up the Leeuw kids. This past 

Christmas it was great to see 3 generations of Leeuw’s fill 

up a whole middle row of seats. 

~Jeff Reitsma

Malmo is like…a small town in Sweden… 
          …herding cats… 

Friends together walking towards the 

cross.  Learning together, to live in the 

true freedom only Christ gives.  Asking 

ourselves what other parts of my life do I 

need to let Christ control to enjoy more 

of that wonderful freedom?  ie. What am 

I holding back -- my thoughts, my 

tongue, my politics, my family, my work, 

my habits…? 

~Andy Pluim

By:  
Brittney 
Nelson
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MALMO:  It is a community of people who gather together every Sunday (& for other random events) to 

celebrate God and his activity in their lives. We pray and support each other through whatever 

circumstances prevail. This body of believers have extravagantly loved myself and my family through loads. 

I really don’t know how I would cope without the support of the believers at Malmo. In Romans 12 it says: 

“In this way we are like various parts of the human body. Each part gets its meaning from the body as a 

whole, not the other way around. The body we are talking about is Christ’s body of chosen people. Each of 

us find our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a chopped off finger or cut off toe we 

wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into these excellently formed 

and marvellously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be what we are made to be…." 

Malmo IS a body of believers who marvellously function with Christ as our focus and strength. So let’s 

continue to encourage each other to be what we were made to be… 

~Nadene Reitsma

A very loving, caring  
& supportive church.   

~ Carol Leeuw

Generous:  in prayer, care, finances, time and 
many other things.  Malmo is a generous 

community.  
~Pastor Marc Vandersluys

It’s a good place to be 
from. 

~Les Doell

A Church - a people with a deep, rich legacy rooted in Jesus Christ.   

A people of prayer. 

A people who care for and love each other and the community around them. 

A people growing and learning together…always growing and learning…because of Jesus in us.  

~Vanessa Grimm

When I think of Malmo I think of 
generosity, acceptance and 

encouragers.   ~ Jan Schwonik

Malmo is a country church that 

nurtures all who attend.  I enjoy the 

fellowship, care and interest 

neighbours give to each other also.  

~Elnice Doell
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MALMO CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
HAPPENINGS FROM 2019 & LOOKING FORWARD TO 2020
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Across 

5. Name of the newest ministry that began at Malmo 
this past Autumn (two words). 

8. Newest baby born at Malmo (first name). 

10. Members of the Building Committee:  Delora, 
Glen, Alli, Larry & __________. 

11. How many million dollars are we raising for the 
new church building? 

12. Two people from the same family who both 
celebrated their 70th birthdays in 2019.  (Last Name) 

14. First name of the Vice-Chairman of the Church 
Board. 

15. How many acres of land did Malmo just recently 
purchase? 

Down 

1. Two brothers were baptized this past June at 
Covenant Bay.  What is their last name? 

2. Names of the Preschool Sunday School teachers 
(as called by the preschool children) - Uncle Matt and 
Mr. __________. 

3. Malmo’s newest wedded couple. (Last name). 

4. What country is the Youth Missions Team going to 
in March 2020? 

6. Members of the Finance Committee: Andy, Dave, 
Barry & _____________. 

7. Name of Malmo girl graduating High School in 
June 2020. 

9. Percentage of yes votes we received to go ahead 
& build a new church (2 words). 

13. First name of the lady from Malmo who is going 
on the Ecuador Missions trip. 



Bricks. 
I was talking with an older farmer the other day who was reminding me that anything we build will take a lot of 
bricks, and all we can do on any given day is to do our best with the brick that is right in front of us. To work with 
that brick and to lay it in place and tomorrow there would be another brick. In time we step back and see that we 
have actually built something quite amazing because we did our best with each new brick as it came. The 
imagery works for this process of building a new building, but it also works quite well for the building up of a 
church body. 

This year, another year in our progress, has been about building the church body, in the image of Christ, one 
brick at a time. Let me highlight a few of those “Bricks.” 

The brick of church life and growth. 
My daily goal continues to be to walk with people towards Christ and his cross. Each day when I get up, this is 
my work goal for that day. 

We do this through pastoral care, counselling, worship planning, sermons, small groups, Bible studies, Sunday 
School, potlucks, cakes and wiener roasts. Giving Sundays, offerings, prayer meetings, mens and women’s prayer 
partner groups and on and on and on. There are many ways for you to engage in opportunities here at Malmo. 
Here are some of the ways we worked to that end this year. 

~ I participate with the Deacon Board to offer care to people and to give leadership to the worship services and 
meet the benevolent needs of the community. 
~ I participate in the All-Boards meetings, Deacon Meetings, and Board Meetings. 
~ I lead weekly staff meetings. 
~ I participate on the Worship Committee which is Dixie Vandersluys, Jenell Pluim, Marcia Schultz and myself. 
Christy Harsch has served this church with distinction over ten years and has stepped down. Dixie is taking over 
for her now. This committee reports to the Deacon Board. 
~ I participate on the nominations committee work. 
~ In January we invited the church to view "The Long Road Home,” a film about immigrants moving to Canada 
from war torn Europe. We shared where our own families immigrated from, and we explored the question were 
there those we displaced when we came.  
~ We marked the season of Lent with Prayer Week in April. 
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The 
Pastor’s 
Annual 

2019



~ We tried something new with an Ascension Day Service at Kemerink’s on May 30. This was well attended and 
we may have to do this again. 
~ We enjoyed a Church Camp Weekend  May 31 – June 2. 
~ We celebrated Malmo people getting married with wedding showers. 
 Wedding Shower for Justene and KC. July 11. 
 Wedding shower for Micah and Sharayah. July 14. 
 Wedding Shower for Kari & Dawson. August 11. 
 Wedding Shower for Wilson and Sarina. September 8. 
~ Number of local Kilometres I travelled for church - 11,272 

The brick of Pastoral Care 
This is the stuff I am most passionate about. Caring for people as they face the challenges of life.  There are 
many many hours I give to this work each month. 

~ Counselling with church and community people. 
~ Caring for people through life change. Ageing, illness, weddings, funerals, etc. 
~ Trying to care for our farmers and their families as another poor year was upon us. 
~ Spiritual Companionship with people who need a pastor. 
~ Spiritual Direction with some who are looking to grow more intentionally. 
~ Counselling with people not attending church but would consider themselves a part of us. 
~ Attended church families’ funerals of their loved ones when able. 
~ Cared for Leslie Lees and her husband Doug as she was hospitalised and entered the final months of her life.  
~ Held a graveside service for Leslie Lees  Sunday, May 26. 
~ Officiated at the funeral for Esther Elvira Anderson. 
~ Officiated at the funeral for Jean Paulson 
~ Attended various birthday parties, anniversaries, family celebrations, and concerts we get invited to 
throughout the year. 
~ Pre-marriage counselling with Justene and K.C. and officiated at their wedding. 
~ Attended the AHEA Home Schooling Conference In Red Deer in April to hear world class speakers and 
support our home school parents. 
~ Attended Jaden Sandin, Lukas Sandin and Kenzie Pluim’s Baptisms. 
~ Attended Kemerink’s citizenship ceremony, September 26. I include this because it was a deeply moving 
ceremony for me as a Canadian. Everybody should go once! 
~ Attended with joy, Wilson & Sarina’s Wedding. December 21, 2019 

The brick of the building program process.  
The time it's taken to develop over these years has not been an empty time, but a time of preparation and 
prayer. A time of building unity and a common sense of direction. Many Bricks have been set in place over these 
years. 

I’ve mentioned before, as have you, it may be that God is more concerned with the process, than the end 
results. Keeping ourselves humble and helpful to one another through the process is the key to the blessedness 
of future space we might build together. 

~ Last winter and spring a building committee met and did so much prep work for us. 
~ Spring Congregational Meeting April 23 Presentation of a new build plan with drawings. 
~ Thursday June 13. Held a Congregational conversation about a new build. 
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~ Thursday June 27 Congregational vote on new building. The results were 54 yes and 10 no that we build. 
(84.38% yes) 
~ Late summer the congregation put in place two committees to help us move forward. A Finance committee 
(Dave Blackwood, Andy Pluim, Barry Schultz, Ray Smith) and a new Building Committee  (Delora Doell, David 
Leeuw, Larry Peterson, Allie Pluim, and Glen Sandin).  

The brick of serving our broader church community 
This is where we help serve our broader church conference and denomination with our gifts and talents. Since I 
do this work as a part of Malmo, it also is Malmo’s work. 

~ I attended Board of Ordered Ministry meetings in Denver in January and in Omaha in June.  
~ I’m the Canadian coordinator for Spiritual Direction in the ECCC. 
~ I participated in meetings and worked with Conference Committee on Ministerial Standing. 
~ I participated in our Canadian Covenant Annual meeting in Sarnia Ont.  
~ I participated in our Evangelical Covenant Church Annual meeting in Omaha,  
~ I regularly support our young conference pastors, through phone, skype and email. 
~ I regularly meet with the local Covenant pastors in a care and support group context. 
~ This year we tried a local pulpit exchange. On March 17 Lauralea and I were at the Edmonton Fellowship 
Church and Jeff Gooderham from Breton came and spoke at Malmo. 
~ We participated in the Camp Dedication day Saturday, April 6. 
~ I led the Sacred Space Retreat at Camp October 4 – 6. 

The brick of serving our local community  
Building these relationships with the broader community is a long term work. Having neighbours drop into our 
Christmas Open House and then invite us over for their birthday parties is a big deal. Going to Bingos, teas, 
even funerals gives us opportunity to know them better. This year we’ve also; 

~ Led Care Home services - Quarterly 
~ Led services at the Wetaskiwin Hospital - Quarterly 
~ Participated in the Wetaskiwin Ministerial Association. 
~ Provided Pastoral Care coverage for Calvary Lutheran church as requested. (A quiet time in this area, but 
helping them however we can is important.) 
~ Worked with New Sweden church on a community Good Friday Service 
~ Supported and attended Hope Mission open house Friday, May 24. 
~ Worked to build connections with Maskwacis brothers and sisters so we can be good neighbours.  
~ Supported and attended Wetaskiwin Mayors Prayer Breakfast, Oct. 12. 
~ Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Tuesday, December 24. 

The brick of personal growth and self care. 
~ Attended workshop on Addressing How Your Church Building Effects Your Community 
~ Attended meetings on Rural Ministry in a Town & Country Setting. 
~ Participated in an ECCC conference discussion regarding same sex marriage. 
~ Participated in Pastors and Spouse retreat  September 30 – October 2, 
~ Participated in our Pastors Midwinter meetings in Denver in January. 
~ I continue to regularly see my counsellor and Spiritual Director. This year has been quite stressful so I am 
learning to manage stress better. 
~ Attended a Sabbatical Solitude Retreat at camp November 6 – 11 
~ Participate in Camrose Ham Radio Club. 
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~ My lung condition has generally deteriorated so I am booked for more tests. Working with doctors to manage 
the symptoms of the chronic condition. I am learning that I’m not who I once was when I was younger, (Go 
Figure) and I can’t do what I used to do or manage the stress that I used to manage easily.  
The church and the leadership have been VERY supportive and helpful. Encouraging me to let others do the 
things that others can do, so that I have the chance to do what I do, longer. 
Thank you for your care, concern, prayers and love. 

~  Family Life 
 ~  Micah graduated from CLBI. 
 ~  Hillary is learning to fly. 
 ~  Thomas and TerriLynn had a little girl, Lilianna May 
 ~  Micah married Sharayah. 
 ~  We saw all the kids three times this year. It was a good year! 

~  Goals for 2020  
 ~  Read more. For work and play. 
 ~  To know more of God in more of me. That’s not just pastor-ese. That’s my growing hearts desire.   
 Pray for me. 
 ~  Continue to explore relationships with other local churches and to build connections with Maskwacis   
 (Cree for Bear Hills) brothers and sisters so we can better walk with them and be good neighbours. 
 ~  Continue to learn my limits, (Manage stress better) and let God be God in it all.  

My friends, from bricks to stones this is my encouragement to each of us; 

“As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— you also, 
like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 
1 Peter 2:4-5 

Keep your eyes on Christ, and 
let’s keep building. 
Pastor Randall 
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In early January I travelled to Summerland, BC and surprised my mom for her 80th birthday weekend. Not long 

after her birthday, my mom was diagnosed with a metastasized cancer. This is how the year started.  

Praying and worrying about mom’s health has been the undercurrent of the year, the murmur in the background 
of life and work that had more mental and physical effects than I was often conscious of. As much as we’d like to 
think otherwise, personal life and work life cannot be easily kept separated; one flows into the other in ways we 

sometimes wish they didn't. A conversation with my brother about whether quality or quantity of life is more 
important for your only living parent, and about whether mom will ever get out of the hospital, are not burdens 

that I am happy to carry at any time, never mind during busy seasons at work.  

But there is always hope.  

We don’t know what will happen in the coming months, but Mom loves Jesus, and she also told me (somewhat 

sheepishly) that she didn’t want to go to heaven yet. She’s a fighter, even though at times she gets knocked 
down pretty hard.  

In June, I was diagnosed with sleep apnea and now, with the help of a specialized machine, I am sleeping better 
than I can remember ever having slept. As a result, I feel better, I have more energy, and my mind is sharper. 

(Enough sleep is vital for mental, physical, and vocational health! Don’t let anyone tell you otherwise!) 

My kids are growing up quickly; they’re starting to drive, and university is in sight. Soon they will, one by one, 

leave home and strike out on their own, and I’m confident that each will do well in life, though we still pray that 
they will know the love of Jesus in ever deeper and more profound ways. In the meantime, we enjoy these years 

of deep conversation and laughter, of struggle and letting go. (Parenting doesn’t get worse with growing 
children, it just gets different. Each age has its own joys and struggles.) 

Young people continue to engage in our youth ministry and Shovelers Bible study and they continue to make 
important decisions in their journeys with Jesus. And adults continue to give time and resources to leadership 
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and meals for youth. Adults are engaging in various ways in life together and life with God. And I enjoy 

opportunities I have to help move us toward maturity in Christ. 

I find myself often repeating these words of the medieval monastic Julian of Norwich: “All shall be well and all 
shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well” (though I usually only say “All shall be well”). I repeat them 
not in an attempt to convince myself that while life is terrible, it will get better. I say it because, underneath 

everything that goes on, life is a gift and there is great hope to be found in Christ.  

It is in that hope that my work this year, whether with youth, families, or adults, has continued to stick to the 
basics of calling us back to scripture, to the essentials of faith, to the simple practices of engaging life with God. 
These are the essentials of discipleship, of growing in the knowledge and love of God and maturing in Christ. 

All of the study we do with the youth, whether on Wednesday nights 

or at our Shovelers small group, is grounded in one way or another in 
scripture. This is because we are the body of Jesus and we have been 
given a book that keeps pointing us to him (John 5:39-49). Ultimately, 

my desire is that youth (and all of us) encounter Jesus again and 
again through scripture.  

I have spent time resourcing our church family with simple practices 
that awaken us to the presence of God in our lives, practices of 

prayer, listening, and understanding scripture. These have been 
presented on Malmo’s website, in occasional additions to our library, 

in “discipleship moments” in our worship, Saturday morning sessions, 
a sermon series on the essentials of faith, and a small group book 
study (The Good and Beautiful God and The Good and Beautiful Life). 

I continue to develop and grow in these areas as well, most recently 
joining an adult discipleship cohort spearheaded by the Evangelical 

Covenant Church of Canada (ECCC), called Vista, which has been life-
giving. 

I have been involved in many things in the local community and broader church community again this year: care 
home services and hospital chapels, judging 4H public speaking, singing in two local choirs, ECCC ministerial 

board member, Trellis Foundation (a legacy of Covenant Bible College) board member, leading worship at Alive, 
speaking at Snow Daze youth retreat at Norquay Covenant Church, attending various fundraising banquets and 
celebrations, and so on. All of this is good work and good connection time, but my calling and my heart is still 

with the local church in its simple, ordinary life with and for God.  

In fact, one area of personal growth this year is connected to a lot of what I’ve done and experienced so far: 
learning that saying “no” is sometimes the best and healthiest thing to do, both in my personal life and in my 
work. A saying found in various forms among several Christian teachers is “Only lazy people are busy.” That is, 

busy people have a million (often) good things to do because they don’t take the time to choose the essential 
things and say no to everything else. As a result, we busy people often make a millimetre of progress in a million 

good directions. I want to move towards making more significant progress in a few essential directions. Perhaps 
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Pastor Marc beckoning the youth back to the 
arena when the For King & Country concert at YC 
2019 started earlier than expected. I suppose this 
won’t be funny if you haven’t seen A&E’s 
production of Pride & Prejudice.



even only one direction: maturity in Christ. All other essential things will come along when we pursue Christ and 

his kingdom (Matthew 6:33).  

My hope is the same for all of us at Malmo: that we would run in such a way as to get the prize (1 Corinthians 
9:24ff). This is a metaphor, of course. In order to get the prize of “life to the full,” we may in fact need to slow to 
a walk, or possibly even stop, to take time to listen, to trust God’s love and care for us in our ordinary, everyday 

needs. 

On that note, I will leave you with these words, which I came across in my first Vista gathering. I have been 
pondering these words lately in relation to my vocation as a husband, father, and pastor. May they give you 
courage and hope in your vocation, whether as a parent, farmer, business person, or member of this local 

gathering of Christ’s body. 

“For I am confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will continue to perfect 
it until the day of Christ Jesus.”  

PHILIPPIANS 1:6, NASB 

“Somehow I have to trust that God is at work in me and that the way I am being moved to 

inner and outer places is part of a larger movement of which I am only a very small part.” 
HENRI NOUWEN 

– Pastor Marc 

Advent 2019 
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On a day of silence and prayer at Rochon Sands Provincial Park on Buffalo Lake.



As I write this report, we have just passed the third Sunday in 

Advent. The anticipation of Christ’s birth is humming 

everywhere.   Christmas movies to the music in elevators is all 

reminding us about Christ’s birth.  

Professionally, just like this report, I am spending my time 

looking back, trying to comprehend and close out the year. A 

farm year I would really rather forget. To be honest 2020 isn’t 

coming soon enough!  

So it’s a funny season of life, to be caught anticipating the 

New Year but forced to look backwards. Anticipating Christ’s 

birth, but looking back to put words to the year.   May Christ 

give me (us) courage and stamina to reflect and learn from the 

past. Grace to let it go.   Patience to walk in the moment with 

Him. Trust in Him to let go of my (our) fears for the future.  

Of course now as you’re reading this, it’s 2020, and we do this exercise retrospective as a group! Fun!  

The business of the Church keeps turning, like it has for over one hundred years. Our life together ranges from 

Sunday School to worship, small groups to mission trips, prayer and sharing time to fellowship time. These things 

are what makes this position to serve you, a real honour. Your dedication to each other and Christ is humbling. 

In all of the introspective, mumbo-jumbo and philosophizing I almost forgot we decided to start a new building 

project!  For over ten years we have been anticipating this decision.  I pray the same prayer for us in light of this 

building project; I pray for courage, grace, patience and trust.  

Peace ...  

Jer the Chair.  
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BALANCE SHEET

Bank:
    General $26,639.14 
       - prison ministry $200.00 
       - instrument fund $337.58 
       - Mustard Seed $92.40 
    Youth  $16,629.42 
    Benevolence $8,497.83 
    Memorial  $1,962.18 
    Education Bursary $13,492.27 
    Development  $38,555.42 
    Building $238,757.93 
    Servus C.U. Common Shares $1.25 
    Paypal $5,214.60 
Total Bank Accounts $350,380.02 
Petty Cash $100.00 
G.S.T. Receivable $340.61 
Building $1,070,000.00 

Total Assets $1,420,820.63

Liabilities - Payroll $0.00 

Equity $1,420,820.63 

Total Liabilities & Equity $1,420,820.63

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Balance Sheet
December 31, 2019

Assets
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CONSOLIDATED INCOME STATEMENT

General donations for Malmo ministries $268,298.53 
General donations for other ministries $2,570.00 
Benevolence donations $0.00 
Youth donations & income $15,048.00 
Memorial donations $50.00 
Development Fund donations $5,770.00 
Education Bursary donations $0.00 
Building Donations $132,620.00 
Interest income $1,543.64 

Total Donations & Income $425,900.17 

General Ministry:
    Deacons Ministry $1,560.73 $5,546.20 
    Christian Education Ministry $4,940.20 
    Trustees Ministry $30,316.64 
    Covenant Ministries $10,800.00 
    Lead Pastor Ministry $5,085.55 
    Associate Pastor Ministry $3,846.11 
    Administrative Ministry $16,701.51 
    Personnel $189,501.59 

Total General Ministry expenses $262,752.33
Other Ministries:
    Other projects* $2,477.60 
    Benevolence $1,305.20 
    Instrument Fund $117.87 
    Education Bursaries paid $750.00 
    Youth Fundraisers & Expenses $3,871.93 
    Memorial Expenses $445.14 
    Development Expenses $19,367.20 

Total Other Ministry expenses $28,334.94
Total Expenses $291,087.27 

Ministry Expenses:

*Other Projects: Congo Kids - $1,220;   Mustard Seed - $1,257.60

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Consolidated Income Statement
January 1 to December 31, 2019

Donations & income:
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STATEMENT OF INCOME RECEIVED

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Income Received
January 1 through December 31, 2019

General Donations
General Donations $266,778.00 receiptable

Loose Offerings $1,520.53 non receiptable includes cemetery grant $1000.00
plus gas royalties 10.51

Income for operating Malmo $268,298.53

Other ministries
Covenant Kids Congo $1,220.00 receiptable
Mustard seed $1,350.00 receiptable

total $270,868.53

Youth Mission Trip $9,170.00 receiptable
$3,090.00 non receiptable

total $12,260.00
Youth Fund

Receiptable $200.00 receiptable
Apple sales $2,588.00 non receiptable

total $2,788.00

Memorial $50.00 non receiptable

Development + Building  Fund
Receiptable $137,240.00 receiptable
non receiptable $1,150.00

total $138,390.00

Total all accounts $424,356.53

Receiptable Donations $415,958.00
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STATEMENT OF MINISTRY EXPENSES

Budget $ Under/(Over)
Deacons Ministry:
    Deacons Care Ministry $346.48 $350.00 $3.52 
    Guest Speakers $350.00 $400.00 $50.00 
    Worship space supplies $864.25 $800.00 ($64.25)

Total Deacons Ministry $1,560.73 $1,550.00 ($10.73)

Christian Education Ministry:
    Curriculum & programming $2,240.47 $2,500.00 $259.53 
    Family Discipleship events $389.64 $3,000.00 $2,610.36 
    Youth Activities $2,310.09 $2,500.00 $189.91 

Total Christian Education Ministry $4,940.20 $8,000.00 $3,059.80 

Trustees Ministry:
      Maintenance $3,655.63 $4,500.00 $844.37 

    Capital Expenses $1,872.05 $7,000.00 $5,127.95 
    Electricity $4,226.94 $4,500.00 $273.06 
    Natural Gas $3,473.19 $5,250.00 $1,776.81 
    Garbage Disposal $765.02 $750.00 ($15.02)
    Insurance $7,241.00 $7,100.00 ($141.00)
    Janitorial $6,094.49 $6,000.00 ($94.49)
    Piano/Organ Tuning $835.87 $800.00 ($35.87)
    Carpet Cleaning $512.50 $750.00 $237.50 
    Elevator Inspection $391.59 $2,000.00 $1,608.41 
    Property Taxes $1,248.36 $2,000.00 $751.64 

Total Trustees Ministry $30,316.64 $40,650.00 $10,333.36 

Covenant Ministries:
Canada Conference General $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $0.00 
Canada Womens Ministry $800.00 $800.00 $0.00 

Total Covenant Ministry $10,800.00 $10,800.00 $0.00 

Lead Pastor Ministry:
    Lead Pastor Care Ministry $1,617.61 $1,750.00 $132.39 
    Education & Resources $499.80 $500.00 $0.20 
    Pastoral Conferences $2,968.14 $3,700.00 $731.86 

Total Lead Pastor Ministry $5,085.55 $5,950.00 $864.45 

Associate Pastor Ministry:
    Associate Pastor Care Ministry $706.06 $800.00 $93.94 
    Education & Resources $499.99 $500.00 $0.01 
    Pastoral Conferences $2,640.06 $3,200.00 $559.94 

Total Associate Pastor Ministry $3,846.11 $4,500.00 $653.89 

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Statement of Ministry Expenses
January 1 to December 31, 2019
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STATEMENT OF MINISTRY EXPENSES

Budget $ Under/(Over)

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Statement of Ministry Expenses
January 1 to December 31, 2019

Administrative Ministry:
    Church Celebrations Events $491.10 $250.00 ($241.10)
    Church Fellowship $2,249.79 $2,500.00 $250.21 

Church Treasury Expenses $447.92 $750.00 $302.08 
    Conferences - Lay Ministries $1,087.31 $2,500.00 $1,412.69 
    Ministry Fees $1,087.00 $1,400.00 $313.00 
    Publications $248.24 $300.00 $51.76 
    Advertising $464.39 $400.00 ($64.39)
    Church Supplies & Improvements $5,928.20 $6,500.00 $571.80 
    Telephone & Internet $3,529.88 $3,500.00 ($29.88)
    Bank & PayPal Charges $1,167.68 $700.00 ($467.68)

Total Administrative Ministry $16,701.51 $18,800.00 $1,787.30 

Personnel:
  Wages & Salaries:
     Lead Pastor salary $68,574.96 $68,575.00 $0.04 
     Associate Pastor salary $47,003.75 $47,004.00 $0.25 
     Admin. Assistant wages $10,572.64 $12,600.00 $2,027.36 
  Total Wages & Salaries $126,151.35 $128,179.00 $2,027.65 
  CPP & EI Expense $8,531.85 $8,500.00 ($31.85)
  Covenant Pension $19,076.81 $17,000.00 ($2,076.81)
  Group Insurance $7,857.15 $7,858.00 $0.85 
  Housing Allowance $19,999.92 $20,000.00 $0.08 
  Car Allowance for Pastors $7,884.51 $10,000.00 $2,115.49 

Total Personnel $189,501.59 $191,537.00 $2,035.41 

Total General Ministry Expenses $262,752.33 $281,787.00 $18,723.48 
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2020 PROPOSED BUDGET

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Proposed Budget
2020

2019 Budget
Proposed 

2020 Budget
$           

change
%         

change

Deacons Ministry:
    Deacons Care Ministry $350.00 $400
    Guest Speakers $400.00 $400
    Worship space supplies $800.00 $700

Total Deacons Ministry $1,550.00 $1,500 -$50 -3.23%

Christian Education Ministry:
    Curriculum & programming $2,500.00 $2,500
    Family Discipleship events $3,000.00 $2,000
    Youth Activities $2,500.00 $2,500

Total Christian Education Ministry $8,000.00 $7,000 -$1,000 -12.50%

Trustees Ministry:
  Maintenance $4,500.00 $4,500
      Capital Expenses $7,000.00 $4,500

    Electricity $4,500.00 $4,500
    Natural Gas $5,250.00 $5,250
    Garbage Disposal $750.00 $750
    Insurance $7,100.00 $7,300
    Janitorial $6,000.00 $6,000
    Piano/Organ Tuning $800.00 $850
    Carpet Cleaning $750.00 $750
    Elevator Inspection $2,000.00 $1,500
    Property Taxes $2,000.00 $2,000

Total Trustees Ministry $40,650.00 $37,900 -$2,750 -6.77%

Covenant Ministry Support:
    Canada Conference General $10,000.00 $10,000
    Canada WM Ministry $800.00 $800

Total Covenant Ministry Support $10,800.00 $10,800 $0 0.00%

Lead Pastor Ministry:
    Lead Pastor Care Ministry $1,750.00 $1,750
    Education & Resources $500.00 $500
    Pastoral Conferences $3,700.00 $3,700

Total Lead Pastor Ministry $5,950.00 $5,950 $0 0.00%

Associate Pastor Ministry:
    Associate Pastor Care Ministry $800.00 $800
    Education & Resources $500.00 $500
    Pastoral Conferences $3,200.00 $3,200

Total Associate Pastor Ministry $4,500.00 $4,500 $0 0.00%
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2020 PROPOSED BUDGET

Malmo Mission Covenant Church
Proposed Budget
2020

2019 Budget
Proposed 

2020 Budget
$           

change
%         

change

Administrative Ministry:
    Church Celebrations Events $250.00 $500
    Church Fellowship $2,500.00 $2,500
    Church Treasury Expenses $750.00 $750
    Conferences - Lay Ministries $2,500.00 $2,500
    Ministry Fees $1,400.00 $1,400
    Publications $300.00 $300
    Advertising $400.00 $400
    Church supplies, technology & upgrades $6,500.00 $6,500
    Telephone & Internet $3,500.00 $3,650
    Bank Charges $700.00 $1,000

Total Administrative Ministry $18,800.00 $19,500 $700 3.72%

Personnel:
  Wages & Salaries:
     Lead Pastor salary $68,575.00 $70,500
     Associate Pastor salary $47,004.00 $49,500
     Admin. Assistant wages $12,600.00 $12,600
  Total Wages & Salaries $128,179.00 $132,600
  CPP & EI Expense $8,500.00 $8,650
  Covenant Pension $17,000.00 $19,500
  Group Insurance $7,858.00 $10,000
  Housing Allowance $20,000.00 $20,000
  Car Allowance for Pastors $10,000.00 $10,000

Total Personnel $191,537.00 $200,750 $9,213 4.81%

Total General Ministry Expenses $281,787 $287,900 $6,113 2.17%



As I sit to write this report, a few things come to mind.  First, just how fast this year has gone!  Didn't we just do 

our annual meeting? The second is how much fun it has been working with the Deacon Board.  Matt Nelson, 

Keith Nelson and Lisa Reid have made this a great year.  Going to a 4 member board has been an easy transition 

because of these wonderful people.  A special thanks to Pastor Randall for all his amazing leadership and help.  

Thanks to our Church Chairman, Jeremy Pluim for all his insight and help too. 

This year stands out as a year of helping our neighbours and community.  We have used our benevolence fund 

many times this year, to bless and help a 

number of families that God has brought to us.  

The definition of benevolence is: “the quality 

of being well meaning; kindness”, and I 

believe we have been able to show this quality 

of kindness because of your generosity.  The 

kindness we show to families is in turn the 

kindness and love that has been shown to each 

and every one of us. 

Thank you for enabling us to show with our 

actions and monetary gifts the presence of 

God in this place and in us.  

God Bless, 

Charlene Tinis  

Deacon Board Chairperson 

“A generous person will prosper, whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”  

Proverbs 11:25 
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NEWS FROM THE DEACON BOARD



2019 was a wet year with limited days to attempt to do any outside project. However, we were able to capitalize 

on opportunities when they presented themselves. One such opportunity was getting the first row of tall spruce 

trees removed. The county was doing roadway ditch brushing in the area and we were able to have them 

remove the trees when they mulched up the brush in the ditch. The trees were cut into 16 foot lengths that we 

were able to disperse to those who wanted them at a later date. The brushed ditch was then seeded down to 

grass that would help beak up the brush mulch for easier grass cutting maintenance. 

We were able to clean up some fallen trees that were impeding the grass cutting but recognize there is more 

clean up that could be done. 

Inside, we were able to upgrade the vacuum cleaner as well as get a new backup unit if the vacuum cleaner 

broke and needed repairing. We were able to get some more smoke detectors and CO detectors, providing 

greater safety to our space. 

We replaced the well pump, new water line in 

the well and pressure switch, as the pump had 

stopped working and an issue was recognized 

at the time of servicing. 

When we have access to a man lift in the New 

Year we can change the light on the cross on 

the church.   

We look forward to a new season and 

hopefully better weather conditions so we can 

focus on scheduling some maintenance jobs. 

(ie. painting of window frames, as well as 

incorporating some interior cleaning.)    

Roger Smith 

Trustee Board Chairman 
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NEWS FROM THE TRUSTEE BOARD



“…but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3:18b 

As followers of Jesus Christ we are commanded to grow deeper in our walk with Christ. The purpose of the C.E. 

Board at Malmo is to create opportunities for us as a community to grow deeper in this, our personal journey 

with Christ. 

I would like to thank Edie Johnson, Sarah Kinsey, Steve Reid and Pastor Marc for their work this past year. We 

have tried several new initiatives; an all church camping weekend at Covenant Bay Bible Camp, once a month 

pancake breakfasts before Sunday School, mentors for the Bible Memory Program, setting up guidelines and 

supports for the upcoming Missions trip and continued work on updating C.E. Board policies. It has been 

extremely helpful having a fourth person on our board this year. 

Thank you to all the willing volunteers who have helped this year with all the events and programs here at 

Malmo. As a board we look forward to serving the community here at Malmo in the coming year. 

Respectfully, 

Pattie Peterson 

C. E. Chairperson 
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NEWS FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD

Advent Night



In the Fall of 2019, the Malmo Church Board formed the Building Committee and gave us the mandate to “work 

with the congregation and the contractors/builders, to take the current design to completion.”  This is a big job 

and it has its many challenges, but we are excited to be on the committee and to do the “hands-on work” that is 

needed.  Since many of the Building Committee members are farmers, this past fall has been challenging to 

keep the work moving forward on the new church building.  Even though it has been slow, we are pleased to say 

that progress is still being made.   

The first task of our committee was to review and answer all of the questions and concerns that the 

Congregation had about the new building.  For a few Sundays in September and October, we were downstairs 

during the Coffee Fellowship time to answer any questions that you had.  We compiled all those questions, plus 

all the questions from the previous Spring, into a document which we then shared with the Congregation. 

(Copies of this document are still available on the Malmo Info Table.)  

We have also met with the Building Finance Committee.  We feel that it’s very important to keep communication 

flowing between our two committees and to ensure that our timelines are coordinated with theirs.   

In December, we met with IMC (the builders) and went over the current building plan.  We had a number of 

questions for them and have asked them to revisit a couple of items on the design plan.  They are currently 

doing that work and we are waiting for that to be completed.  

The work that we have to do is large and complex - and we cannot do it without your prayers.  So would you 

please continue praying for us?  For 

wisdom and understanding, for good 

communication between committee 

members, church board and with you 

the congregation.  We feel strongly 

that this is God’s work and we desire 

His leading every step of the way.   

Thank you for your support & 

prayers.   

We truly do appreciate it. 

Delora Doell 

Building Committee Chairperson 

Building Committee members:   

Delora Doell, Larry Peterson, Glen Sandin, Allison Pluim & David Leeuw 
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NEWS FROM THE BUILDING COMMITTEE

Rendering of New Church Building



We have met multiple times and have developed a giving form to determine both how much we can expect in 

giving into the building fund over the next few years, as well as the timeline of giving.  The deadline to hand 

these forms in is January 12th, so that we can give the congregation an update during the annual meeting on 

January 18, 2020. People have been handing in forms, as well as giving to the building fund in a rush, as 2019 

came to an end.  We will present the results at the Annual Meeting. 

The committee has also been working on a brochure outlining our vision, present plans, as well as the reasoning 

for this new build.  This brochure will be mailed to former members and attenders in the future to invite their 

support.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Andy Pluim 

Finance Committee Chairman 

Finance Committee members: 

Andy Pluim, Ray Smith, Barry Schultz & Dave Blackwood 
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NEWS FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
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GREETINGS FROM THE E.C.C.

 

 

December 2019 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

May God richly bless you as you gather for your congregational Annual Meetings 
and celebrations. I greet you on behalf of the entire Evangelical Covenant Church. I 
am deeply grateful for our partnership in the whole Gospel. We join as mission 
friends to proclaim and demonstrate the good news of Jesus.  

We are a union of 875 churches on mission together, which is to join God in his 
mission to see more disciples among more populations in a more caring and just 
world. The Holy Spirit is the Blazing Center of that mission, and we advance that 
mission through a multiethnic mosaic of churches.  

This aligns with one of our key Covenant Affirmations: a conscious dependence on 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit empowers us to carry out this mission, serving 
locally and partnering together to impact more than 2.5 million people in close to 60 
countries and on five continents. Our kingdom impact is only possible through the 
Holy Spirit, who is the personal agent of Christ’s presence and power.  

As you gather to celebrate this past year of ministry and plan for the year ahead, 
remember that you are partners in ministry with many other Covenanters. You are 
not alone. Most important, know the Holy Spirit will continue to comfort, 
strengthen, unify, and instruct you. My prayer is that the Holy Spirit continues to 
lead us deeper in Christ and further in mission.  

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14).  

In Christ’s Love, 

 

John S. Wenrich 
President  
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GREETINGS FROM THE E.C.C.C.

PO Box 2247  Strathmore, AB  T1P 1K2  ∙  www.covchurch.ca 
Ph. (403) 324-9552  ∙  Fx. (204) 269-3584   

 

 

 

 
January 2020 
 
Dear Canadian Mission Friends, 
 
Rich blessings as you gather as friends and family to celebrate God’s good work in and among your 
community. I trust that your Annual Meeting offers an opportunity for you to give thanks and reflect upon 
God’s faithfulness in 2019 and to affirm the direction of your community in the year to come. 
 
As a growing network of Covenant churches across Canada, we have so much to be thankful for. Through 
churches and leaders like you, we are advancing all five of our mission priorities. 2019 saw: 
 

• Churches started and strengthened: 3 new communities were launched and intentional efforts of care 
and support were offered to our existing churches. 

• Leaders developed: 2 pastors were ordained, 1 was commissioned, 6 new licenses and countless lay 
leaders served. One of our pastors retired strong! 

• Disciples made and deepened: social media feeds, conversations, and ministry updates reveal 
wonderful expressions of growth, conversion, and transformation. 

• Diverse expressions of loving mercy and doing justice: Individuals and churches finding local, 
regional, and global expressions of practical service, compassion, and advocacy. 

• Individuals and initiatives serving globally: 3 global partnerships, engaged global personnel, and life-
transforming vision trips. 

 
May these expressions grow and multiply in 2020!  
 
Over the last year, I’ve had a number of conversations with pastors, leaders, and church members expressing 
feelings of social and ministry isolation. This kind of loneliness is real. In the face of this, may we be reminded 
that we are not alone! May we be reminded that we are friends and partners in and on mission. Even more, 
the Living God is with us! As we enter 2020, let’s celebrate the warmth of God’s presence and our shared 
work together. 
 
I look forward to joining with you, your elected delegates and leaders at our 2020 Annual Meeting, May 1-3 
in Saskatoon, SK and South Surrey, BC, as we gather to connect, worship, and discern our shared mission. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
 
 
Glenn Peterson 
President/Superintendent, Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada 



Membership Summary: 

     We began January 1, 2019 with 78 members. 

 Less:  1 member passing away, Jean Paulson 

               As of December 31, 2019 we have 77 members. 

Malmo Members: 
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 Audrey Anderson 

 Dave & Carol Anderson 

 Sieg & Maxine Buskas 

 Darryl & Delora Doell 

 Leslie & Elnice Doell 

 Gwen Ericson 

 Randall & Lauralea Friesen 

 Ken & Vanessa Grimm 

 Gloria Guaitoli 

 Stan & Christy Harsch 

 Karen Hlusiak 

 Terral & Carolyn Jarrett 

 Larry & Edie Johnson 

 Greg Julas 

 Wayne & Lise Kemerink 

 Tyson & Sarah Kinsey 

 Patrick & Stacey Lees 

 Blayne & Carol Leeuw 

 Helen Moseson 

 Corey & Heather Nelson 

 Dennis & Ruth Nelson 

 Keith Nelson 

 Lorne & Eunice Nelson 

 Matthew & Jeramie-Lee Nelson 

 Michael & Lisa Nelson 

 Garry Olson 

 Larry & Pattie Peterson 

 Andy & Jenell Pluim 

 Jeremy & Allison Pluim 

 Ann Pluim 

 Steve & Lisa Reid 

 Ruby Reimer 

 Jeff & Nadene Reitsma 

 Randy & Jillian Risto 

 Laureen Sandin 

 Barry & Marcia Schultz 

 Jason & Deborah Schultz 

 Lynn Schultz 

 John & Jan Schwonik 

 Roger & Veronica Smith 

 Clayton Smith 

 Andy & Charlene Tinis 

 Marc & Dixie Vandersluys 

 Kenda Vickery 

 Bertren & Vivian Weaver 

 Byron Weaver

MALMO MEMBERSHIP
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MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Malmo Mission Covenant Church 
Fall Congregational Meeting 
November 5, 2019 
 
There were 28 people in attendance this evening.  
 
Pastor Marc lead us in a devotional and prayer  
 
Andy Pluim moved the acceptance of the agenda Second Barry Schultz,  Carried 
 
Barry Schultz  moved the acceptance of the minutes of the past three congregational meetings 
second  Andy Pluim.  Carried. 
 
Pastor Marc update – Youth start up has been going well.  The youth ministry team members 
are  Keith Nelson, Monika Nelson, Laureen Sandin, and Mac Anderson. We have a good group 
of 9  leaders on Wednesday nights.  Large Junior High group of students this year. We have a 
group of 10 students in our Shovellers small group for Senior Highs working through the book of 
Joshua.   The missions trip has been meeting together and doing fund raising.  Apple fundraiser 
brought in  just over 700 dollars. I’m teaching Sunday School Junior High class. Starting up a 
small group this week at our house studying the book “The Good and Beautiful Life.”  On call at 
the hospital as chaplain, do care homes, on Trellis board. I was  diagnosed with sleep apnea 
and am on a C-pap machine and I am sleeping much better.  Mom is doing much better and 
getting stronger.   Matt Prayed for Pastor Marc and family. 
 
Church Board Update – Jeremy Pluim didn’t have a lot to report without repeating what the 
individual boards will be reporting. But he did just repeat how very exciting it is that we voted on 
and passed the building of a new church building.  
 
Treasure update - Andy Pluim and Corey Nelson –  General donations for  Malmo Ministries is 
$213,458.00 and General Ministry expenses is $218,005.20.  Expenses are higher than 
donations received in our general ministry by $4,547.20. 
 
Corey Nelson presented a motion from the board. 
Motion from the board that we create a Building Fund account and transfer from the 
development fund all except for $40,000 which will remain in the development fund.   
Carried. 
 
Land Purchase Update – This coming Friday at the County Office there will be a meeting at 
10:30am to discuss the rezoning of the land that we want to purchase.  
 
Building Committee update – Larry Peterson reported that their committee has gone  through 
the questions that were asked at our first meeting regarding the presentation of the plan.  There 
are answers to these questions available.  If all is approved, we will do some dirt work in Spring 
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or Summer with building hopefully starting in the Fall 2020.  If you have any thoughts on the 
building please speak to us about that. 
 
Finance Committee – Barry Schultz reported that fund raising letters have gone out.  
Prayerfully consider what you can give to the building project.   
 
Trustee report – Roger Smith update – Thanks to Delora for helping them  and to the grass 
cutters for cutting the lawn.  Chairs and carpets have been cleaned. Getting some more smoke 
detectors.   
 
CE Report – Pattie Peterson update – Some of the many things we are involved with consist 
of  SS start up,  Sunday morning breakfasts, Bible memory verses, Children’s Day, Small 
Groups, Mission Trip coming up, and the youth program. We have a Saturday morning session 
coming up this Nov. 23rd  with Theresa Ing. She will be speaking and giving us Information on 
our education system and school Board. This should be very informative and helpful and we 
encourage you to come out for this session. On  Nov. 30 we will have our  Advent/Christmas 
program.  It will start at 4:30.  
 
Deacon Report - Charlene Tinis–Things have been going really well.  We have used some 
Benevolence funds to help some families in need. We’ve been helping in the service while 
Pastor Randall was away. We are trying to be there for our families and are in prayer for them.  
This coming Sunday Jon Drebert will be speaking and it is a CBBC giving Sunday. 
 
Financial Reviewers appointed.  Ray Smith and Dennis Nelson said they would be willing to 
do this again and Michael Nelson will be asked also to serve.  Carried. 
 
Date of Annual Meeting set for January 18, 2020  
 
Charlene Closed in prayer 
 
 
Adjourned at 8:25 
 
Ruth Nelson 
Secretary 

MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER CONGREGATIONAL MEETING



  

 Chairman:  Jeremy Pluim (1 year) 
 Vice Chairman:  Lorne Nelson (1 year) 
 Secretary:  Stacey Lees (1 year) 
 Financial Secretary: Andy Pluim (1 year) 
 Treasurer:  Corey Nelson (1 year) 

 Deacons: 

  Keith Nelson (2 year) 
  Matt Nelson (1 year) 

 Deaconess: 

  Lisa Reid (2 year) 
  Charlene Tinis (1 year) 

 Trustees: 

  Darryl Doell (2 years) 
  Tyson Kinsey (2 years) 
  Jason Schultz (1 year) 

  Roger Smith (1 year) 

 Board of Christian Education: 
  Pattie Peterson (2 years) 
  Marcia Schultz (2 years) 
  Sarah Kinsey (1 year) 

  Steve Reid (1 year) 

The positions in bold will be voted on at the Annual Meeting. 
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BALLOT OF OFFICERS FOR 2020
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS



MALMO MISSION COVENANT CHURCH 
R.R. #2 

WETASKIWIN, AB 
T9A 1W9 

780-352-2721 
OFFICE@MALMOCHURCH.CA 

WWW.MALMOCHURCH.CA 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 

 Facebook: malmomissioncovenantchurch 
   malmoyouthgroup 

 Instagram: malmomissioncovenantchurch 
   malmoyouth 
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