
Malmo Mission Covenant Church 
Scattered But Worshiping Together - May 24, 2020 

There is no right way to do this. But make it your own; use it as you want to. 
As you read through the devotional, if there are thoughts to engage with, we 
encourage you to do that.


At 11 am gather in a common area in your home. 
In the centre, place a lit candle. 

Prayer (Or you can pray in your own words) 

Redeeming God, you call us to be one with you, as you are one with Christ. 
As his perfect love casts out our fear, and changes it to love, unite us by 
your Spirit of peace, that we may be one with you, as you are one with 
Christ. Amen.

Lord, hear our prayer.


Scripture Reading for the Day - John 17:1-11 
Invite 1 or 2 to read it from a Bible. 

Messsage - Loving as Jesus Loved  

As Jesus was preparing to go to the cross, He took the time for a few final 
words to encourage his friends, and us. His last instructions.


John 13:34-35 (NLT)

34 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I 
have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love for one another will 
prove to the world that you are my disciples.”


His word to them is the word that He came to earth to fulfil. It’s the word that 
would see him go to the cross for us.  It’s a very misunderstood and 
misused word. The word he gave them was a reminder to LOVE as he loved. 


The word is actually a command. We are commanded to love each other. 

This has profound implications for us. 


If we understand love to be something we wait for, or something we fall into, 
or something that happens to us, we are in trouble. You see, Jesus wouldn’t 
command us to do something that required us to wait for it to happening to 
us.


If love was something we had to wait to fall into, a feeling we couldn’t 
manufacture ourselves, then how could we be commanded to do it? 


Today, we see love as an emotion. A feeling.  But it can’t be just that if God 
is commanding us to do it.  It would be like God commanding us to be 
Happy or to be Sad, or to be Angry. 


One philosopher defined love as "a feeling you feel you're going to feel 
when you have a feeling you haven't felt before!" 


Love actually isn’t an emotion. Often emotions come when we choose to 
love someone, but love itself isn’t something that happens to us. 


Well, how are we to love someone then, if it’s not about emotions or fuzzy 
feelings or hormones? 


Jesus tells us...  “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.”


Love each other just as I have loved you. So Jesus is our example on how to 
love.  What does this Jesus love look like? 


First, love is a sacrifice. 


The early church was known for its sacrificial love. Christians were the first 
First Responders. When the plagues hit Rome many would leave their loved 
ones and flee. As they were fleeing to the country the Christians would move 
in and care for the sick and nurse them back to health and life. 


The difficulty is that a sacrifice must die.

 
John 15:13, "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends." 


So the one who loves must in some sense, die to their own desires. No 
longer do we fight or squabble to get our own way.


The person who loves, sacrifices themselves so that the one who is loved 
may have the blessing. Like a mothers love?


If we would die to our own selfishness, imagine how relationships could 
thrive.




We must also die to the power of the past ruling our todays and our 
tomorrows! 

When we say, “You did so and so back when and I’m still angry about it!” 
We are letting the past rule our today.


Sometimes we only see people in the ways they have acted in the past, or 
the ways they have hurt us in the past. We need to die to those perceptions 
of people and forgive them. That’s sacrificial love.


This is the kind of love that when someone sins against you 40 times and 
then comes to you again to say sorry because they hurt you again, we say “I 
forgive you.”  That is a sacrificial dying to the past.


Love is a sacrifice and love is a commitment.

It is a commitment to care, to support and do whatever is needed.


It is this quality of love that makes one spouse stay and care for the broken 
& sick loved one for years and years. Even though it may cost them their 
very lives. 


I was talking with an older lady this week and her husband became 
suddenly sick with heart trouble. She cared for him and he received 
treatment, which only made the situation worse.


But she loved him and stuck by him, caring for him. Until one day he 
suddenly passed away and was gone.  All their hopes and dreams for 
retirement together went with him. But she loved him to the end no matter 
the cost, because that’s what love does.


When Jesus made his commitment to us, it wasn’t for a limited time only. It 
was forever, come whatever may come. This is the kind of love Jesus 
commanded of us. That we would love with a deep commitment. 


Yes, Jesus commanded his followers to love with this kind of love. This 
sacrificial, committed kind of love.


And if we If we will obey Jesus command, blessing will happen. Christ says, 
“Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”


In a day and age when the world needs to know who really follows after 
Christ, not who says they do, this is one way they will see.


The spiritually lost will see and be convinced. 


Many people believed that Mother Teresa was a disciple of Jesus. They saw 
in this woman the love of Jesus. Because they saw sacrifice and they saw 
commitment, they KNEW she knew Jesus. She brought people to Jesus 
because of her willingness to obey this command. 


When the world sees us really love, when they see us love with Jesus love, 
then they know love is real.  And they want to know Jesus too. 
 
Who do you need to start loving in this Jesus way? Where do you need to 
begin to sacrifice yourself, your will, your plans, for someone else? 


To whom do you need to make a commitment, come what may, that you will 
not run from them but be there to support and care for them even at great 
cost?


A spouse? A family member?  A neighbour, co-worker, friend? A stranger on 
the street in need?


How we obey this command of Christ will effect the eternity of the world. 

May we be found faithful.


Take time to pray together. 
-Ask or think of some things to pray for


Prayer - Have someone pray this, or pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.


