
Thank you! Through Tearfund Canada, you’re 
strengthening churches, equipping farmers, and helping 
end extreme poverty. 

Last year, you were part of a movement to strengthen 
God’s church in the poorest places to bring physical 
and spiritual restoration to thousands. In the past year, 
your donations helped: 

• Strengthen over 350 churches located in the
poorest places on Earth

• Provided agriculture training to families, helping over
91,000 people grow enough to eat

• Teach families crop market management, equipping
them to earn more income

• Restored lives by sharing the love of Christ 

God is using His church to build his Kingdom on Earth – 
and you were a part of it. Thank you.

Don Miller
Director of Church Relations
dmiller@tearfund.ca
613-371-6246

PICS BAGS

Over the last year, your donations have allowed us to 
start an exciting new project to help Ethiopian farmers 
manage their crop sales in order to increase revenue and 
lift themselves out of poverty.

Conservation agriculture training has been an incredible 
success among Ethiopian farmers, allowing them to 
increase their yields by 100%-300%! Despite this success, 

farmers continue to face challenges in the marketing, 
storage, and sale of their crop. After a long lean season, 
they are desperate to turn a portion of their harvest 
into cash. The massive sell-off causes crop prices to 
plummet diminishing the amount farmers receive for 
their hard work.

Furthermore, it is widely accepted that if stored, 
up to 30% of a farmer’s harvest will be destroyed by 
pests and mold.

Your donations are empowering an innovative group 
of farmers to change this. Mobilized by Mesele Madebo 
(a local farming hero), Tearfund is working with 1,000 
innovative farmers in 40 pilot farmer co-ops to address 
their market needs and improve storage options. 
Your support is providing them with access to low-cost 
storage bags (PICS bags) that have been proven 
to dramatically reduce post-harvest loss.

This exciting project will allow thousands of families earn 
more revenue and escape poverty.
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Farmers in Ethiopia standing beside stored grain using PICS bags – 
an innovative new method of storage that protects their crops from 
wastage and allows them to sell at a higher price. 
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WALKING IN THE SHOES OF OTHERS

“I have a bright future thanks to the support of my church” 
says Mr. Kebede Mena, a father of 9. 

Mr. Mena has lived a difficult life as a single parent 
to 9 children. His home was never completed due to 
insufficient funds. The weak structure, made of grass 
and small wooden shards, has been crumbling ever since 
it was built. In an effort to gain a steady income to 
renovate the house, Mr. Kebede had signed a 15-year lease 
to rent out half of his land (approximately 0.25 hectares) 
for $210 CDN per month. Even though he works as a 
daily labourer, this was not enough to pay for food and 
education for his children. 

Last year, leaders from the local church participated in 
Tearfund’s Church and Community Training Program. 
They participated in biblically-based training which 
included sessions on holistic mission, project design, 
and resource mobilization and learned that God has called 
them to reach the poor using the skills and resources he 
has given them.

The church came together to complete Mr. Mena’s 
home beyond expectations. Mr. Mena said that before 
the renovation, rainwater used to seep into his house and 
would often make his family sick. Now he says that he 
lives in a “good house, with a roof of iron sheets to keep 
out the wind, rain, and sickness.” The church also began to 
reclaim the rented land from the person leasing it, so that 
Mena’s family would be able to grow enough food to feed 
themselves with leftovers to sell.

The Pastor of the Mena’s church says that the training 
has “opened the eyes of the church to help them see 
and walk in the shoes of others, in both our church and 
local community.”
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1. Continue to strengthen and equip local churches
to transform their communities.

2. Empower and train more families to escape
poverty using their God-given skills and resources.

3. Provide relief and aid to those who need it most.

OUR PRIORITIES FOR 2020 ARE TO:

Mr. Kebede Mena in front of his newly renovated home

“It feels so right to help farmers in Ethiopia through Tearfund 
and the CFGB. We are doing the right things for the right 
reasons. Our Canadian Covenant connections through 
Kernels... helped connect Ethiopians to better farming 
practices through their local churches, and using government 
matching funds - I’d say it’s a match made in Heaven! 
We can’t help everyone but we are making a substantial 
difference in their physical and spiritual lives for these people 
generation after generation. We take something small as a 
seed every year and watch it grow! What could be better?! ”

– Ray “The Grain Guy” Baloun

THANK YOU RAY BALOUN!
We are so thankful for partners like Ray who have such 
a compassionate heart for the poor. His dedicated 
faithfulness and electric personality has helped thousands 
escape from poverty and shine God’s glory.

Thank you for your generous support! So far the program 
has impacted over 300 people both within and outside 
local churches who participated in the training. You’re part 
of a vision to see thousands of churches in the poorest 
places mobilized to transform their communities.


