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2002
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2002 - 2008
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2008 - present Randall Friesen

FAITHFUL LEGACY
“Those who are wise will
take all this to heart;
They will see in our history
the faithful love of the LORD.”
Psalm 107:43
God’s faithfulness to the people
of Malmo continues, generation
after generation. Many months
ago, Pastor Randall reminded us
that “people have been praying
here, in this Field, for over 120
years.” Think about that. Let
that really sink in. Someone
was here, in this spot, praying to
God for a hope and a future for this church and for this
community, over a century ago!
WE are those people that they
were praying for. WE are the
next generation, continuing to
shine God’s light and being a
witness of how He continues to
be faithful, each and every day.
WE are part of this legacy of
faithful people, worshipping and
praying to a faithful God that

continues to do more than we
will ever imagine!
As we celebrate these 120
years, we want to share with
you some of the history and
stories of God’s faithfulness that
can be seen over these many
years. These stories have been
compiled from Malmo’s 1952,
1973 & 1998 Anniversary
Books, the “Lewisville
Pioneers”, documents from the
Peterson family and a ‘treasure
chest’ of minute books & other
historical documents that we
found here at the church. As
much as possible, I’ve tried to
use original quotes, so you can
have a sense of the language
and emotions of our forefathers
as you read this story.
May God be given all the praise
and glory, for all that He has
done in the past and all that He
will continue to do in the future.

~Delora Doell

Malmo Youth Pastors
1994 - 1996

Evan Dewald

1997 - 1999

Jerry Abbott

2000 - 2002

Dejan Letkeman

2003 - 2010

Natasha Westerhoud

Malmo Associate Pastors
2012 - present Marc Vandersluys

1912 Ladies Aid Meeting

Our Story
Gathering & Praying…
“The early beginnings of Malmo Mission Covenant
Church dates back to 1893, to a group of ladies
gathering in a sewing society East of the Battle
River.” They met in their small log cabin homes and
in the Star School House. Early minutes read as
follows:
“The meeting opened with prayer and singing.
Because of the severe frost and cold only a few of
the ladies gathered, but a number of the brethren
were present, so we decided to jointly choose
officers for the Sewing Society for the year, and to
use our money for the building of a Prayer House
which shall belong to the congregation.”
~Maria Anderson
These early settlers had not only come to seek their
fortune in this new land but also thought of the
spiritual needs of themselves and their growing
families. During this time, they fellowshipped with
the New Sweden Church. “Distances were great
and there were many obstacles to overcome, such
as fording the Battle River and several creeks. There
were no roads except those left by Indian trails and
Red River carts.” Many new arrivals continued to
come to the Malmo district, so they decided they
wanted a church of their own in which to worship.
Minutes from the Sewing Society in 1897 report:

“As a group of friends who gathered from house to
house for prayer and sermon, and as our homes are
small and inconvenient, I took upon myself to ask
the young bachelors if they would give 25 cents to
buy wool that we might have a Ladies’ Aid to spin
yarn and make stockings, and thereby raise money
to buy lumber and windows for a meeting house.
The first meeting produced no results because only
Mrs. Save came.
So we announced another
meeting, and then we decided to work and I
become Chairman.” Maria Anderson. (Records
show that $10.75 was raised from this endeavour!)

Dreams continue of a Church Building…
The Sewing Society kept meeting regularly, knitting
and selling the goods they made. They used part of
the proceeds to pay visiting pastors’ salaries and set
the other part aside for the proposed new church
building. On October 1, 1900, the minutes read:
“Because of the severe snowstorm the past few
days, things looked dark and our minds were full of
complaint. But it is remarkable when Christians get
together their spirits are lifted. So it was with us this
time. We carded and spun wool so lustily and our
meeting today was so precious. We realized that we
needed one another to help bear each other’s
burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. After singing
a few songs and a warm prayer meeting, we
separated satisfied and happy about our day
together.” ~Emelia Bjorkgren.

A Church Building is born…

Did you know…

The church meeting books from the early 1900’s have been lost, so there
are no records of church minutes from that time. However a minute
recorded in the Ladies’ Aid Book in December 1901 says:

•First missionary from Malmo
was Elizabeth Bjorkgren,
who served in China.

“After a discussion of various subjects, the matter of building the church
and choosing a site thereof, a committee consisting of K. Bjorkgren, AV
Johnson and JA Bergman was appointed to investigate the site for the
church.” A motion was made by Rev. Sanden that the church yard
should be 5 acres.

•Sunday School began in the
late 1890’s in homes in the
Water Glen District. A bus
was chartered for several
years to bring children from
non-membership homes.

In March 1902, the committee reported that 5 acres of land on
NW8-44-22 W/4 could be purchased
from the Hudsons Bay Company,
provided that the church would be
built within 1 year and a sum of $25
cash would be paid. K.J. Bjorkgren
showed a sketch for a church
measuring 25x35 feet. A motion was
made to accept the plan for the church,
as to size, but no decision was made as
to the height. It was also decided that
the foundation be laid of stone.
On August 1, 1903, an agreement was
reached at the Business meeting to insure the building against prairie fire,
finish the roof before the end of the month and build an outside chimney.
It was also decided that the church name should be “Elim” and that a
general Scandinavian cemetery be established beside it. “As there were
many willing hands to work, the church was completed within the
specified time and was dedicated in 1903.”
In 1912, the Ladies Aid requested permission to have a 16’ x 16’ kitchen
built on the south side of the church. The income of the church during
that year was $234, with expenses being $230.
In 1925, the Young Peoples
Society raised $66 to build a
steeple onto the church.
It’s interesting to note, too, that the
first church building faced North
(and not west as it currently sits.)

“In 1921, preparations were under way for entertaining the annual
conference in June. There had been no rain all spring and at conference
time the drought situation was really serious. The delegates and local
people decided to set aside a time of prayer, when they particularly
petitioned the Lord for the much needed rain. That night, the rain started
and continued all week so the roads became almost impassable even for
horses. The conference turned into a time of praise for the wonderful
‘Showers of Blessing’ that had come to Malmo.”

•1st couple married in the
church in 1909: Simon
Helsing & Ruth Johnson

•In 1909, cemetery plots
were sold for $10 each (or
$5 for 1/2 size). $1 was
collected for every grave to
be used for its upkeep.
•1910: First Constitution
printed in Swedish.
•In 1916, a motion was
passed, “…to have 2
forenoon and 2 evening
services a month; the
evening service to be
especially for young people
& should occasionally, if
possible, be in the English
language.”
•In 1918, the Young Peoples
Society was organized.
Their name was
“Senopskornet” which
means ‘Mustard Seed’.
•In 1925, the painting “Christ
in Gethsemane” was
painted by Ebba Billsten
Moseson & given to Malmo.
(It still hangs in our
entryway today.)
•In 1936, the Malmo women
held their first ‘Offerfest’.

Did you know…

1930 Canada Annual Conference

•In 1929, the first Bible
Camp at Pigeon Lake was
held. It was sponsored by
the Alberta Missionary
Society which included the
churches of New Sweden,
Highland Park, Meeting
Creek and Malmo.
•In 1945, electricity comes to
the Field! A 32v plant was
installed in the parsonage &
used until 1949, when the
church was connected to
the new REA line.

Life in The Field continues…
In 1926, Malmo called Pastor Enoch Swanson - the
first American educated pastor to serve at Malmo.

influences from the outside. The language barrier
could serve as a shield as well as be a handicap."
In the Spring of 1941, a decision was made to
separate from the New Sweden Mission Church.
That same year, Malmo began to build a parsonage.
Rev. D.N. Ericson & his family moved to Malmo in
August of that year.

Pastor Enoch Swanson & family

In 1930 the Canada Annual Conference was held at
Malmo. A large tent was pitched on the church
grounds (as shown in the above photo) and this
served as the dining room. Trees were planted
around the church for the occasion, but they did not
thrive and were taken down.
In March 1935, the minutes of the church were
recorded in English for the first time. In a 1935
issue of Covenant Memories, “Hjalmar Sundquist
warned all Swedish churches that were changing to
English, that while they would now have a greater
outreach, they would also be more vulnerable to

For 5 months, he and his family lived in Wetaskiwin
during the week and in the church kitchen on
weekends, until the parsonage was completed.
They celebrated their first Christmas in the newly
built parsonage.
On January 2, 1943, a motion was carried at the
annual meeting that the name of the church be
changed from “The Swedish Elim Mission Church”
to “Malmo Mission Covenant Church”.

In 1949 Malmo once again hosted the Canada Annual Conference. The 1973 Anniversary Book reports:
“For this occasion the horse barn, which had stood empty for many years, was remodelled and
white-washed inside and made into a kitchen and dining room to accommodate the conference guests.
Yes, we used to eat in the barn!”

Discussions of a New Build…
At the annual meeting on January 3, 1945, a
motion was adopted that “the church start a
building fund for a new church to be built when
sufficient money is on hand, and the time seems
ready.” $1,325 was raised for the building at that
meeting. A committee of 5 plus the Pastor was
appointed one year later, on January 2, 1946.
On January 11, 1950, Spring of 1951 was set as the
time to start building the new church. “It was
decided to hold an ‘ingathering’ on February 14,
1952, when we would receive cash and pledges for
our Building Fund.
A goal we hoped for of
$10,000, and few thought we would ever get near
that much. But to our surprise we realized over
$14,000 in cash and pledges at that meeting. This
brought pledges to about $22,000 when we started
building.”(Elmer Nelson)
On Monday June 11, 1951, the work of
demolishing the old church began. “It took about
5 days to take it down. We were surprised how
much useful lumber we found in this old building.
This new church, as you see it, has been built
almost entirely by volunteer labor…We feel that
this was quite a savings in itself. We truly are
thankful to God for the way He has guided us,
cared for us and kept us from harm. Only two
minor accidents occurred to the workmen besides
little Danny Johnson falling in the basement and
breaking his leg. Surely the Lord has been with us
in every move.” (Elmer Nelson)
During the construction of the new church, the
congregation was able to have Sunday services at
the vacant Water Glen Baptist Church.
The 1952 Building Fund financial statements show
that two loans were needed to finish building the
church. One was from the American Covenant for

$4,900 and the other was from a private individual
for $2,000. The total cost of the completed church
building was $30,068 and it was estimated that if
labour costs had been paid, the building would
have cost approximately $50,000.
It’s also
interesting to note that separate funds were set up
to furnish the inside of the new church. These
included, a ‘pew fund’, ‘carpeting fund’ and ‘pulpit
furniture fund’.

The week long celebration begins…
The week of July 27, 1952 marked both the 54th
Anniversary of Malmo and the dedication of the
new church building. They celebrated for an entire
week! I often wondered why Malmo chose to
celebrate it’s ‘54th anniversary’, rather than a more
traditional ‘50th Golden Anniversary’. An article
written for the Covenant Messenger in 1952 shares
the reason why:
“In 1948 the church decided to postpone its 50th
anniversary celebration until such time as the new
church should be built. Then came the special
need for an Administration Building at Covenant
Bible Institute in Prince Albert, so the church
agreed to set aside its building project until that
building was finished. Now four years later the
work was completed.”

Anniversary &
D e d i c a t i o n We e k
Sunday, July 27, 1952
Sunday Services
11:00am Rev. Joel Peterson
3:00pm Mrs. L.A. Quarnstrom
7:30pm Rev. D.N. Ericson
Monday, July 28, 1952
‘Old Timers’ Night’
Swedish Service
8:00pm Rev. G.A. Quarnstrom
from Jonkoping, Sweden
Tuesday, July 29, 1952
Conference Night
8:00pm Rev. L.A. Quarnstrom
Superintendent of
Canadian Conference
Wednesday, July 30, 1952
Church Night
6:30pm Banquet with Speaker:
Rev. Joseph Danielson
Thursday, July 31, 1952
Neighbour’s Night
8:00pm Greetings from
Neighbouring Pastors
Guest Speaker:
Rev. Joseph Danielson
Friday, August 1, 1952
Youth For Christ Rally
8:00pm ‘Coloured Sound Moving
Picture, Regions Beyond’
Saturday, August 2, 1952
C.B.I. Night
8:00pm Rev & Mrs. Hamilton
Missionaries in Alaska
Sunday, August 3, 1952
Dedication Day
11:00am Rev. Joseph Danielson
3:00pm Dedication of
New Church
Rev. L.A. Quarnstrom
& Rev. J. Danielson
7:30pm Rev. Joseph Danielson

Our forefathers were so proud and excited of this new building - and
rightly so. Reading through countless letters during that time, you can
sense their excitement and joy on what was accomplished.
“The church is 40’x64’ in size with full basement and balcony. The
seating capacity of the auditorium is about 300. The pews for the main
auditorium were contracted for, but the pews in the balcony were made
by the men themselves. In the basement are Sunday School rooms, a
Sunday School office, a lovely kitchen, restrooms and a large auditorium
or dining hall. The building is heated by a Stoker Coal furnace with
forced air ventilation. Although the Church is located 20 miles from
town in a rural area, it has all the conveniences of the modern city
church.” (Rev. Walter Johnson)
On August 3, 1952, the building was dedicated to the glory of the Lord.
Rev. Joseph Danielson, Secretary of the Covenant, shared this word of
encouragement to the Congregation:
“It is always helpful to review a rich heritage of former days but Christ
also challenges us to look forward. He constantly gives marching orders
to move ahead. Past laurels are pleasant to possess, but they are not
enough - further achievements must be accomplished in the Lord’s
service. Your new Church edifice, about to be dedicated, indicates your
eagerness to go on in the Lord’s work. The whole Covenant extends
warm greetings and congratulations as you celebrate your Golden
anniversary in this remarkable way. May God’s blessings be yours in
abundance and may He lead you into even greater victories in His
cause.”
“When I heard of the progress being made by the Malmo Church, my
heart was greatly rejoiced. I was made to think of the labor of love
which was ours together in days which now seem but a little while
ago, yet add up to more than 50 years. Truly the work that seemed
possible then by faith, was afterward made possible by God. ‘For
with God, all things are possible.’”
~Olaf A. Lydin, only Charter Member of Malmo still living at the time
of the Anniversary & Dedication Celebration

1988 Sod Turning Ceremony

More Room Needed Again…
In 1988 “a burgeoning Sunday school necessitated the addition of an
educational wing - five classrooms, a library, ladies restroom and Pastor’s
study. This followed two years later with an upgrading of the kitchen
facilities and expansion of the fellowship hall to accommodate the
growing congregation.”
In August 1990, during a
congregational meeting, a motion was
“moved that on a trial basis, we have a
coffee hour after the service from
September to December.” This motion
was revisited again the next year and it
1988 Addition
was decided that our coffee hour after
the morning worship service had many
positive benefits and should be continued. This decision shows again that
fellowship is one of Malmo’s priorities - and continues to be, as our
‘church coffee time’ has carried on for more than 28 years!

Discussions of a second staff person…
1992 brought many discussions about our youth and whether or not we
needed to hire more staff to help with running the youth programs. In
April of that year, “it was recommended that the Board of C.E. look into
hiring a staff person to help with young people. Discussion at the Board
of C.E. was mixed with no definite outcome.
Pastor Mark Evinger
suggested that all interested in this attend a seminar at the church
entitled, ‘Creating a Vision.’ This seminar would deal with deciding what
direction we want the church to take in the next few years.”
In 1993, a youth pastor search committee was established but the struggle
continued. Initial financial commitments were low, but the committee
continued to pursue whether it would be plausible to hire someone with
outside financial grants to help. A congregational survey was given out
and results were mixed: 26 yes votes, 10 no votes and 14 votes not
returned.

Did you know…
• In 1951, the “Malmo
Church Brotherhood’ was
formed. “This group had
no constitution & no
restricted membership
requirements except that
members are male. They
welcome men of all
denominations to join with
them in fellowship.”
•The ‘Cornerstone’
(currently can be seen in
the entryway of the
church) was laid on
December 9, 1951 by
Rev. L.A. Quarnstrom,
former pastor and then
Superintendent of the
Canadian Conference.
The contents are
reportedly a Bible, a
Swedish Hymn Book, an
English Hymn Book, a
coloured photo of the
previous church, a history
of the church, past
Constitutions in the
Swedish and English
languages, a copy of the
Covenant Messenger & the
Covenant Year Book.

Did you know…
•The Deacon fund was
established in 1988 - a
tangible way for Malmo to
help those in need.
•In 1989: “In order for the
Pastor to use his time more
efficiently and free him from
the more menial tasks, it is
recommended that a part
time secretary be hired…”
•A “Men Only Night” was
begun in 1992. (The
minutes are unclear as to
how long it ran.)
•In 1994, it was
recommended “that
Wetaskiwin swimming pool
be rented for baptism
services with a family swim
celebration afterwards.”
•In 2003, the Deacon Board
recommended that a
website be developed.
•July 2005 - First youth
missions trip. (They went to
Mexico)
•January 2006,
recommended “…that there
be a yearly Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service.”
•Special Giving Sundays first
began in 2006
•October 2006 - 10 round
tables were purchased for
the fellowship room
•October 2007: MOPS began
and was hosted here at
Malmo
•2015: A ‘Lift’ was installed
in the church to help with
ease of accessibility to all
levels of the church.
•Rev. Randall Friesen is our
longest serving Pastor.
Ten+ years & counting!

In 1994, the Youth Pastor Search Committee recommended “that the
committee look for a second staff person for one year.” This was
passed, and the search for a youth pastor began. In October, Malmo
hired Evan Dewald for a one-year term as the first Youth Pastor at
Malmo.
Construction began on a front entrance in 1995, which provided ramp
access to both levels, expanded coat rack facilities, and included a
drive-up access to the front entrance. “The men of the church worked a
significant number of hours to complete all the construction projects
over the years which has enabled Malmo to maintain its debt-free
position.”
In 1998 the sanctuary was renovated with new carpet and linoleum and
a re-configured stage. In March of that year, we hosted the Annual
Meeting of the Canada Covenant and in July we celebrated our 100th
Anniversary.
The decision to lift the old parsonage off the property, sell it, and build a
new parsonage on the original spot was made in January, 2002. The
total cost of the parsonage was $264,629. An estimated 1300 hours of
volunteer labour was given to the
project. At the completion of the
parsonage in 2003, it was reported
at the meeting that there was a
loan outstanding of $74,744. (This
loan was repaid by September,
2008.)
Pastor Allan & Joyce
The New Parsonage
Hancock were the first to reside in
the newly completed parsonage.
Reading through the minutes of the
early 2000’s, it is pretty clear that as a church, we were struggling during
that time. Our focus during those years was to update our policy and
structure, which were areas needing attention. However, being an
informal and relational group, this was difficult for us. Minutes record
the following…in April 2004; “The church is vulnerable to attack
without any policy in place to clearly define the position of Malmo”. In
July 2004, “Training staff to answer phones at church without divulging
information”. In 2007, “We are the only ones that can change our
attitudes. We can move forward together with God.”
These years were difficult and there were many misunderstandings
between us all. But God is gracious, and by His grace and never-ending
love for each of us, we endured and weathered the trials. And the proof
of that, is that we are still here.

A fresh beginning and a time of peace…
By April 2008, encouragement came from the Deacon board…”The
Deacon Board is focusing on moving Malmo Mission Covenant Church
into the future by a time of planning, preparation, addressing and
assessing. This process will be prayer focused and the entire church will
participate to ensure unity and oneness.”

In October 2008, with a 98% majority vote, a new
‘shepherd’ came to the Field, as Rev. Randall and
Lauralea Friesen and their family joined us as our
Lead Pastor.

Since neither option received 70%, it was decided
that we would not be moving ahead with either
option at that time. A decision was also made that
‘a period of quiet and rest’ from the building
discussion would be beneficial to us all.

The minutes are ‘quieter’ during the years of 2009
January 2016, the question about a new building
& 2010, and it was clear that as a Congregation,
returned at the Annual meeting. A ‘straw poll’ was
we needed time for healing and to learn how to
taken about whether or not the discussion of
trust again. By April 2011, we seemed to be in a
building a new church should begin again.
better place, as the church minutes report: “…that
25 votes said yes. 3 votes said no. 1 vote was
the work of the Church is varied and ongoing and
unsure. And so, with the majority desiring to open
show that we are doing many good things at
discussion again, an in-depth discernment process
Malmo. Many thanks for helping hands and for the
with the whole congregation was had in October of
good attendance at the meeting.” A peace was
the same year. It was a
settling on Malmo that we
positive and open discussion
hadn’t experienced for a “The faithful love of the Lord never ends!
as we shared our hopes and
while. And it was good.
His mercies never cease.
dreams, our concerns and
Discussions of a new Staff
Great is his faithfulness;
fears, surrounding the
His mercies begin afresh each morning.”
position…
possibility of building a new
Lamentations 3:22-23
In August 2011, “…through a
church.
process of discernment that
In October 2017, a Building Committee was
has included much prayer, formal processes of
formed to begin the hard work of gathering
information gathering within the church, informal
information about a new church building, and they
discussions within the church, conversations and
continue that work today.
questions with the church youth, inquiries with
During the Fall Congregational meeting in October
other churches and conference leaders, our own
2018, a motion was made “to purchase 4 acres of
committee discussions, and finally back to prayer
land adjacent to the current church property.” This
again, we feel a good deal of clarity on the matter
was passed unanimously.
and that has now led us to this recommendation…
Our Journey Continues…
that Malmo Mission Covenant Church would seek a
full-time Associate Pastor to minister primarily to
And that brings us to today. As you can see, God’s
families in the discipleship process that begins at
faithfulness has been so evident in the story of
Malmo over these past 120 years. Our history is
birth and continues throughout life.” This was
called to a vote and passed with a 90% majority.
full of a God who can do anything, no matter what
we fear or have doubts about. We can be assured
In August 2012, Pastor Marc and Dixie Vandersluys
that He is not done with us yet and His faithfulness
and their family came and joined us as Malmo’s
will indeed continue as we look forward to ‘What’s
first Associate Pastor.
Next’ here in this Field. Jesus has been and
Our church building is aging…
continues to be the head of His church here at
In 2014, an in-depth study of our current church
Malmo. May we continue to follow Him wherever
building was made, and we realized that we were
He leads.
going to soon be faced with a difficult decision - to
renovate our current building or to build a new
church. In October of that year, a vote was taken
on those questions, with a 70% majority needed to
continue on to an affirmation vote. 79 votes were
cast from both members and non-members.
38% of the votes wanted to renovate the current
building. 62% of the votes desired a new building.

OUR HISTORY IN PHOTOS
Photos too good not to include
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Bible Class of 1928, Covenant Mission, Calgary Alberta
1. Lovell Moseson
2. Stanley Moseson

3. Lawrence Moseson
4. Ellen Dufva

5. Joel Peterson
6. Rudolf Johnson

7. Edgar Eliason (?)
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Anniversary Celebration of Oscar & Amanda Moseson, 1933
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Gordon Moseson
Gus Carlson
Lovell Moseson
Elmer Nelson
Evald Nelson
Knute Moseson
Carl Carlson
Ted Nelson
Rudolph Johnson

10. June Bradenburg
11. Ethel Billsten
12. C.J. Billsten
13. Stanley Moseson
14. Dagne (Walin) Billsten
15. Ed Dufva
16. Henning Nelson
17. Ernest Whitfield
18. Oscar Carlson

19. Helen Moseson
20. Joe Nelson
21. Oscar Moseson
22. Amanda Moseson
23. Anna Moseson
24. Emma Billsten
25. Lawrence Moseson
26. Mildred Billsten
27. Maxine Billsten

28. Gladys Whitfield
29. Hilding Billsten
30. Mrs. Dufva
31. Ellen Dufva
32. Selma Peterson
33. Paul Moseson
34. Emil Peterson
35. Ebba Billsten

1907 - 1st Confirmation Class
(from Left to Right)

Top row:
Olga Peterson, Esther Johnson, Ellen Thorsell
Elizabeth Bjorkgren, Ellen Helgren, Jennie Bergman
Center:
Rev. Sanden
Bottom row:
Emil Peterson, Emil Dufva , Edwin Dufva

1907 Confirmation Class

1931 Confirmation Class
(from Left to Right)

Top row:
Gordon Moseson, Arnold Fredlund,
Theodore Nelson, Gustav Carlson
2nd row:
Berthyl Fredlunch, Carl Ericson, Stanley Moseson,
Helen Moseson, Lawrence Moseson, Elmer Nelson,
Lovell Moseson, Evald Nelson
3rd row:
Vivian Nelson, Margit Nelson, Evelyn Nelson,
Pastor Arvid Wickstrom, Dagmar Nelson,
Ethel Billsten, Betty Ericson

1931 Confirmation Class

1936 Confirmation Class
(from Left to Right)

Top row:
Alice Peterson, Elaine Peterson,
Ruth Ericson, Ella Fredlund
Bottom row:
Paul Peterson, Pastor Elmer Landerdahl
Bert Weaver, Ernfred Helsing

1936 Confirmation Class

SOME OF THE CONFIRMATION CLASSES OVER THE YEARS

1949
Confirmation
Class
1949 Confirmation Class
(from Left to Right)

Top row:
Melvin Peterson, Dennis Billsten
Bottom row:
Pastor Leonard Quarnstrom, Dorinne Peterson,
Maxine Billsten, Kathleen Switzer

1960 Confirmation Class
(from Left to Right)

Top row:
Kenneth Nelson, Clifford Dufva, Blayne Leeuw
Dennis Nelson
Bottom row:
Faye Johnson, Karen Moseson

1960 Confirmation Class

1931 Confirmation Class
1967 Confirmation Class
(from Left to Right)

Top row:
Ray Enarson, Lorne Nelson, Terry Grimm
Pastor Gordon Christensen,
Dwight Carlson, Richard Enarson,
Russell Nelson
Bottom row:
Joanne Nelson, Adele Carlson,
Debbie Moseson, Connie Moseson

1967 Confirmation Class

CONFIRMATION CLASSES OVER THE YEARS
1936 Confirmation Class

M AL M O

THIS IS US

Stories of 2018….

…and the past

Pastor Randall Friesen, at Malmo for 10 years:

When I was a young boy my grandfathers would
each preach in their local country churches in
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Many times I would
go along with them into the small rural churches,
and sit on the hard benches and listen as the Word
of God was held forth so that the people would
know Jesus.
They loved the country people
because they were country people themselves.
The first time I came to Malmo to visit, I was
transported back to those country churches out in
their own fields in Saskatchewan and Manitoba,
and there was connection with my own history and

Palm Sunday - “Childrens Palm
Processional”

lineage. It could be one of the reasons I enjoy it
here so much. Country type people who look out
for each other, doing real work and hanging onto
God for life and a future. It’s sad to me that rural
churches are struggling these days even to exist.
But that makes the story of Malmo all the more
miraculous. Over 120 years God has been out
here in His Field doing His work as His people
have gathered and called out to Him on behalf of
this rural community.
I am excited to be a part of this country church
family and excited for what God has planned for
the next 120 years out here at Malmo.

Baby Dedication

Children’s Time during the
morning service

Nadene Reitsma, at Malmo for 53 years:

I have attended Malmo Mission Covenant Church since I was born. Which means Malmo has been an
active participant in my life for 53 years. I was married at Malmo (30+ years ago) to a wonderful believer
who became a member. Jeff has partnered with me in raising (we are far from done) our children. You
have also been an integral part of our family. The body of believers have consistently loved us throughout
(M.S, cancer, *family ups & downs) - whatever life has thrown at us. I am blessed beyond measure to
belong to a body of believers who have acted out what is mandated in 1st Corinthians 13:13 which says...
“But for right now, until the completeness, we have three things to do to lead us toward consummation:
Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly and love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.”
Thank you for loving our family "extravagantly". May our future be filled with more stories of extravagant
love. All glory to God!

Blayne Leeuw, at Malmo for 61 years:

When I was 6 years old, Bert & Vivian came to our
home to ask my parents if they could pick me up
for Sunday School. We were not attending any
church at the time. My parents agreed and after a
time, they too started to attend. They accepted
Christ in time, as did I. My family learned their
faith here too, so Malmo has a deep meaning to
me. Malmo has given me many opportunities to
serve God which has helped me grow my faith.
Guess you would call me and my family the result
of home missions.

Ruth Nelson, at Malmo for 44 years:

Malmo means love, caring, fellowship and
support - but most of all praying. I am so blessed
to be a part of this church body that has carried
me through some tough years and happy years.
All of our boys were raised in this church and you
have been a big part of the fine Christian men they
turned out to be. We could not have done that
without your help and of course by God’s grace. I
can’t imagine ever going anywhere else. Thank
you for your love!

Andy Pluim, at Malmo for 44 years:

During 2018, I was challenged by a couple of different
sermons. The first was the one on ‘The Good Soil - What kind
of soil do your seeds fall into?’ We grow spiritually by small
nuggets of revelation from reading or conversations or even
sermons - but what kind of soil do these nuggets fall on? We
need to cultivate the soil (our heart) to insure those nuggets
can take root. We need to welcome truth and dwell on it.
The rocks in our soil (life) could be old hurts or bitterness. It’s
time to pick our rocks, release those old records and forgive.
The thorns in our soil (life) could be busyness. Jesus spent
forty days in the wilderness - could I need a wilderness too?
I was also challenged with the sermon about accepting new
friends and not judging their conduct. Jesus accepted all the
disciples (even Judas). They went out and did miracles
together - and these friends were not perfect either.
I would say these thoughts have certainly challenged me in
2018 and hopefully have changed me.

Sunday
School
Class

Jillian Risto, at Malmo for 25 years:
“Experiencing Malmo Church in 2018”
• Every Sunday is a new Sunday; to be
spiritually refreshed/energized
• to take home God centered nuggets
that build and maintain a
relationship with Jesus.
• Friends, hugs, smiles, conversations
and laughter
• Engaging, uplifting worship and
music … You feel the precious hours
of preparation and prayer by each
team. A special thank you to the
sound team for their behind the
scenes contributions
• Interactive connection from the
pulpit to the congregation by the
Pastor(s)... Teaching sermons, prayer
and praise … everyone can have a
voice to share and care
• Occasions to hear legacy stories
from our knowledgeable historians
(thanks Audrey, Gwen, Sieg, Vivian
and Bert)
• A church of Prayer - Opportunities
to pray for friends and families in
our communities
• Dedicated Pastors & Admin. team
and Church Board that provide
c o l l a b o ra t ive l e a d e r s h i p a n d
supportive church direction
Special blessings as Malmo moves
forward in 2019.

Stacey Lees, at Malmo for 36 years:

As I have thought about these questions there is so much that
I could say. This has always been my church except for a few
years when I lived in Red Deer. But the last few years have
been a struggle for a few different reasons. And it would be
easy to stay stuck where those things have me. Or to realize
that I need God to truly work in these areas and that I need to
be pushed out of my comfort. I am grateful to be a part of a
church that truly lifts each other up in prayer.
This was Brenden’s first year of Sunday school. Thankful to
Matt and Glen for teaching our little ones.
Blessed that our kids are able to grow up here. And to have
Malmo be a part of their story.
With the start of a new year I am looking forward to going
deeper with God and stepping out of my comfort zone.

Lauralea Friesen, at Malmo for 10 years:

To me, Malmo means Community.
Malmo means family. Malmo means
home. I feel a strong connection hereperhaps because of my Swedish
heritage and my farming roots, but also
because there is love here, and where
there is love, God Is. Last spring I was
reminded that life is fragile, and the
future uncertain. Through all of the
uncertainty, I was also reminded that I
am loved, and I am part of the family
here, and this is home.

Fall Sunday School Kick-off

Elnice Doell, at Malmo for 52 years:

It was December of 1966 when the Lord guided us to reside in
the Malmo area. And within the 1st month we were visited by
Pastor Christensen and a Deacon - not only welcoming us to the
church but asking if we’d like to join. We decided to wait for a
spell on any membership application, but definitely started
attending church.
I’m grateful for being here and experiencing the revival time. It
definitely deepened my spiritual life. As the years went by I was
given opportunity to get involved in other church member’s lives.
I really enjoyed "Women’s Ministry”, even with the many format
changes over the years. Here I really got to know other ladies by
being a “Prayer Sister”. Many opportunities for service have been
mine, and I really have enjoyed the music ministry. Now I love
seeing young people becoming an active part of church by
becoming involved in worship too.

Jenell Pluim, at Malmo for 44 years:
Andy and I started coming to Malmo in 1974 (the year we moved
to the farm and Jeremy was born!). It has become our church
family and wonderful place to learn and grow. I think Malmo has
challenged me over the years to allow the Saviour to actually
become more and more the Lord of my life. I cherish the
community of prayer that upholds and encourages me and all of
us. I've been deeply blessed by Pastor Randall's sermons and
loving attitude of walking alongside us, wherever we're at on our
journey. I'm so grateful for Pastor Marc and his faithfulness to our
youth and to worship and introducing us to new ways to be
mindful daily of what God's word is speaking to us. I'm so
thankful for the faithfulness of our church family and their heart
to give generously of themselves and to allow me and my family
to belong and grow in faith.

Bert & Vivian Weaver, at Malmo
for 94 years & 67 years:
Bert has attended Malmo Mission
Covenant Church since he was
approximately 2 years old. At the
age of 14, he was confirmed and
has therefore been a member for
82 years of his 96.
Vivian became his wife in 1951
and transferred her membership
from Warburg Mission Church to
Malmo. So for 67 years they have
both participated in the body of
Christ here in the field. It is still a
pleasure for them to put on their
Sunday best and to be part of the
fellowship.
Both Bert and Vivian have seen
many changes but they say with
complete confidence that they
trust God's providential care.
As the hymn writer so
beautifully says:
Day by day and with each passing
moment,
Strength I find to meet my trials
here.
Trusting in the Father's wise
bestowment,
I have no cause for worry or for fear.
He whose strength is kind beyond
all measure,
Gives unto each day what He deems
best.
Lovingly, it's part of pain & pleasure,
mingling toil with peace and rest.

“Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he
brought glory to God. He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever He promises.”
~Romans 4:20 & 21
Maxine (Billsten) Buskas, at Malmo for 85 years:

All my life, home to me has always been the
Malmo Mission Covenant Church. I remember
going to Sunday School at a young age, and in my
teen years playing the piano of our opening theme
song every Sunday, “Bringing In the Sheaves”. I
have a book ‘Scripture Stories for Children’ from
Malmo Sunday School, 1940. I enjoyed
Confirmation classes from Rev. Leonard
Quarnstrom being confirmed May 1949, and also
became a member of the Church that year. Rev.
Quarnstrom also officiated at our wedding on
August 14, 1954, assisted by Hjalmer Peterson.
After graduating from High School in 1951, I lived
3 years with Grandma Emma Billsten who was a
1905 charter member of Malmo. She was an
inspiration to me, saying “Life passes quickly.
Reading the Bible brings guidance for life, trust,
faith and hope”. My parents, Hilding and Mildred
Billsten were members since 1930. They were
very involved serving on various Church
Boards, and they loved hosting Malmo Young

People functions at the Billsten farm with a
skating rink, ball diamond and picnic area. I am
so thankful for my Christian Heritage, being the
3rd Generation of the Billsten family to attend and
serve in this Church over the years - and so happy
to still be here at my age! I have met many Godly
Pastors and people over the years here at Malmo,
and miss those that have passed on! Through
these special people, I have heard great messages
that have touched me.
I am proud that our
grandson Mackenzie Anderson is now the 5th
generation of our family to attend Malmo with his
wife Vera, loving to be involved in the Church and
to be a witness for Jesus.
May the Malmo Church continue to provide a
place of worship where Christians are nurtured in
Biblical teaching from the entire Word of God. I
want to follow Him and share His Word through
word and deed as faithfully as I know how. I
thank the Lord for all the wonderful memories
here at Malmo!
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Dennis Nelson, at Malmo for 72 years:
Many people presently attending Malmo have
probably never heard of the Malmo Brotherhood.
Our Malmo men, meeting under the dedicated
leadership of Pete Samundsen did a lot of good
work for the people of Malmo and the surrounding
community. At one point the men decided we
needed a new piano for the church. Did they set
up a fund to start raising money over a period of
time for the piano? NO! At their meeting they
decided to get out their wallets and cheque books
and raise the funds and by the end of the meeting
they had the money needed to purchase the piano!
To me the greatest thing they did was when they
helped out our family! Our dad, Ted Nelson, had a
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bad stroke crippling his right side, so he was no
longer able to work the farm. We rented out the
land and kept enough acres for a hay field and
pasture for a few milk cows. The Malmo
Brotherhood realized that we were never going to
afford to get electricity for our farm so they all got
together and with their ‘Let’s just get it done’
attitude, had power installed for our home and
farm! Wow, what an incredible blessing for our
family from this amazing group of men! Our family
will never forget what the Malmo Brotherhood did
for mom and dad and us six kids. A great example
of the legacy of compassion, caring and love of the
people of Malmo.

Sunday
Potluck

Marcia Schultz, at Malmo for 14 years:
A huge part of what Malmo means to me is community. While one can find an aspect of community in
many places (work, school, sports, hobbies, clubs, etc), I believe the local church is where the concept of
community is at its best. Where else do you rub shoulders with folks in every stage of life, from tiny babies
to the elderly and everyone in between?
Where else do you receive encouragement, support, and
friendship along with the life changing power of prayer? Where can you find counsel for literally every
aspect of life from God’s Word in the form of a sermon each and every week? Where else do you receive
meals, practical help, and prayers while you’re sick? As a parent, I honestly don’t know how anyone could
raise a family within a Christian context without actively being part of a community of faith. I value
Malmo as an indispensable extension of my biological family.
Being part of a community cannot be a passive thing nor a perfect experience. Community must be
offered and also received. Malmo is known as a friendly place where people are warmly welcomed. I
personally found this to be true when we came here for the first time in 2004, at the invitation of Lorne
Nelson. Barry remembers our kids being informed by Darryl Doell that they could have more than two
cookies at coffee time. The stage was set; they were hooked!! (Did this start the trend of young children
grabbing handfuls of cookies and scampering off?) Offering intentional hospitality week after week makes
such a difference. Community was offered, and we as a family and as individuals, began to receive and
start giving something of ourselves. Personally, as I started to engage with this community, I had to move
into some new and uncomfortable territory. In a small church, everyone gets asked to help and contribute,
even when you don’t see yourself possessing any skill for what they’ve asked you to do. But here everyone
takes a turn, and lo and behold, you start growing skills as you’re willing to serve. I have been asked to do
many things outside my comfort zone over the years, and they have all been sources of growth for me.
The experience of being part of a faith community, as with our families, or indeed any group of people,
comes with its joys and sorrows and ups and downs. After all, communities are made up of imperfect
people who tend to rub each other the wrong way at times. One thing I’ve noticed when I feel lonely or
misunderstood at Malmo is that things tend to clarify pretty quick once I reach out to connect with or bless
someone else instead of giving in to the temptation to retreat into my isolation. I’ve also come to believe
that in order to live well as part of a church community, one has to be willing to be pastored. This aspect
of our Malmo community has become very precious to me. Living in community can seem full of
contradictions – it’s inspirational yet challenging, comforting but also messy and frustrating, humbling at
times, yet also so rich. I like to think of it as the abundant life spoken about in the bible.
For me, an especially meaningful community rhythm is our monthly communion service. It never fails – I
am moved to a few tears each time I witness this diverse group of people moving slowly down the aisles to
receive the elements along with His grace at the front. From families with little ones underfoot and in
arms, to young adults from the balcony, to a husband tenderly serving the elements to his wife in her chair
… it is breathtaking. Some people I know very well, others not so much, and yet at the table, I feel we are
tightly knit together in the most important community of all – the family of God. How blessed I am to call
this my community.

Lorne Nelson, at Malmo for 68 years:
I am the grandson of one of the earliest attendees of this church. And
now, my children and grandchildren are a part of this congregation.
“Great is Your Faithfulness”. Maybe it’s because of my age, but I feel
more encouraged about the health and future of this congregation than
ever before. The lessons and sermons we have heard lately are just what
I’ve needed, so I thank God for His servant, Pastor Randall. And so to
both Eunice and I, it’s obvious that the “Malmo Church” means a lot to
us. We pray for its future as we move forward in faith.

10th Anniversary at Malmo

“So keep at your work, this faith and love rooted in Christ…
Guard this precious thing placed in your custody by the Holy
Spirit who works in us.” ~2 Timothy 1:13-14
Audrey Anderson, at Malmo for 15 years, (Born & raised in the Covenant):
A year ago I had a pipe freeze and burst in my apartment and I had to
move across the hall to another apartment. Some of the ladies at Malmo
brought in meals for me for a couple of weeks until I could get back into
my own place. During that time I was reminded of a time back in 1952
when again Malmo brought my husband Arnell and I baskets of food. We
were missionaries out by Pigeon Lake in a little community called
Patience. There was only a grocery store and a Post office in the store, and
our little cabin. We went around to several neighbouring communities
and taught Sunday School. We were also even allowed in the schools to
teach Christian Education to the children. It was a very poor area and we
had very little in the way of money to buy food for the table. One evening
there was a knock on the door and here were several car loads of people
from Malmo who carried in a lot of groceries for us. One gift I still
remember well was a pail of Strawberry Jam which was a real luxury and
a treat. We had very little in the way of furniture at the time but everyone
came in and sat on the floor or brought in their car seats and we had a
time of singing and fellowship. What a surprise and a blessing Malmo
was to us 67 years ago and you are still feeding those in need to this day.
What a legacy for our church!

Palm Sunday - “Childrens
Palm Processional”

CHIC in Tennessee
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Sarah Kinsey, at Malmo for 35 years:

Malmo has been a place that I’ve called home for 35 years. It’s the church
that I was raised in, and a place where so many significant chapters of my
life began. While I may have been away during my college years, I was
always glad when God led me back to Malmo, as no place ever felt as
much like home. It is where Tyson and I were married, where our kids
were dedicated, and where we learned (and continue to learn) how to
serve God, others and the church. Tyson and I are so thankful for the
church family here, and that we can raise our kids around a community
of believers that care and pray for each other. Our family looks forward to
being a part of the story for many more years here at Malmo.

Donkey’s came to
Visit on Palm Sunday

Les Doell, at Malmo for 52 years:
I was really introduced to a real
sense of community at Malmo,
and I like being a part of many
family’s lives. Here, people
shared burdens and encouraged
young families to participate fully
in the life of the church.
My first task that I was part of
was to take the 3 ton truck and
join other men from the church,
travel to Wainwright to pick up
army dorms that were to be used
at the newly established camp
grounds on Pigeon Lake.
As the years went on, there have
been many opportunities to:
• work at Covenant Bible
College and especially with
its’ move from Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan to Strathmore,
Alberta
• wo r k o n t h e C ove n a n t
Conference Board
• take mission trips to help
with Covenant work in
Ecuador and Mexico
• Then there has been all kinds
of maintenance on the
church.
In my time here, we have seen
the sale of the old parsonage
and its replacement to be a
new home on the church
grounds.
I have traveled and worshiped
with many churches - but
Malmo is truly HOME.

Fall Sunday School Kick-off

Jeff Reitsma, at Malmo for 33 years:
I have the privilege to drive all over the province and in my travels I
see many country churches - both active and deserted. I wonder
about the stories from these churches, especially the abandoned
ones. What happened and why is it not an active church?
Then I think of Malmo and it's nearly 121 year history. Our church
history has many stories of helping each other, helping neighbours,
and sending missionaries all over the world. That is not only our
history, but still part of our present story. Perhaps that is why our
story continues beyond 120 years.
The first time I came to Malmo in 1985, I was greeted warmly. As
time went on, strong friendships grew. But also a feeling of being
part of a group of people whose love and care extended past the
doors of the building and well beyond Sunday mornings. A term I
hear now as "doing life together”.
My family has been the benefactor of the humble generosity of the
Malmo people. As we do life together, our friends have come
alongside of us and entered into our journey. We have not been
shown pity, (which Eugene Peterson in his introduction to Job, from
The Message, writes “…can be short sighted and condescending”)
but instead love and compassion. This past year saw me go
through an unexpected job change. The timing of it was, in
hindsight, so much on God's timing. This happened at the same
time our brother Rod went into palliative care. I was able to spend
time with Rod in his final days. It probably ministered more to me
than to Rod. It was also a good time to recharge and spend more
time at home, all the time experiencing God's provision and care.
It's a very familiar thing to me, because I have seen it frequently
from you, His people. That is what Malmo means to me - love and
care for the Body.

Carol Leeuw, at Malmo for 40 years:
Malmo is special to me, as this is where Blayne and I got married
40 years ago. What impressed me about this church was how
welcoming everyone was to me as a newcomer. I feel very blessed
to be a part of this church in the field.
I have been challenged this year by Pastor Randall’s words “what is
your next step?” How can God use me? What does he have for me
to do? I prayerfully look forward to God’s answers.

Eunice Nelson, at Malmo for 45 years:
The Malmo Church family has been an
incredibly important part of Lorne’s and my life
as a couple. I was welcomed with open arms
here at Malmo when we were married in 1973.
I am thankful for those who have gone before us,
for their mentorship in my life, and helping me
feel like I belong here. I am also thankful for so
many of you coming alongside our children, and
now our grandchildren. (The fifth generation of
our family at Malmo!) We watch you as you
encourage them and “love on them”, as they
grow in their faith. For this I am thankful!

Barry Schultz, at Malmo for 14 years:
Every Tuesday (ok, almost every Tuesday) a number
of men from Malmo gather to pray at 6:30 am. I
have come to count on the morning Men’s prayer
time almost as much as I count on our Sunday
morning Church service. The conversation ranges
from light and funny to heavy and difficult. Soon
the conversation turns to prayer and it is an
amazing time. God is always
present, always hearing, and
many prayers have been
answered.
This is how I remember it
starting.
It was about 11
years ago; Pastor Allan
Hancock had left for
Saskatoon and we had not
yet called Pastor Randall
Friesen. Mike Westerhoud
thought it would be great for
the men of Malmo to get together to pray one
morning a week. At the time, I was on the deacon
board and the Board was discussing small groups. I
had shared Mike’s idea and told the group that we
were discussing some details on how to pull this
together. The idea came up a couple times and
finally someone asked, “When is this Men’s
morning prayer group starting?” Off the cuff I said,
“Next Tuesday at 6:30am in the church basement.”

Then I called Mike and told him and he said
“Fantastic!”
It was announced in Church on
Sunday and the next Tuesday we met. It was
fantastic, just as Mike said.
The format is basically the same. The first one in
(usually Randall) puts on the coffee and puts out
some juice. People arrive and conversation comes
to life. In that hour we bring items of praise or
need, pray for the church, the congregation, the
neighbours, the community,
the province, the country,
the world, and each other
and our families. The time
just praying together is
unbelievable.
In the early days, Matt
Nelson brought a toaster
and Rod Harink supplied
bread from his bread truck,
but the breakfast idea never
really stuck. Once in a while someone will prepare
a meal, and sometimes a snack shows up, but it is
always more about the fellowship and prayer.
There are many points I could bring up about how
this has impacted my life, the lives of others, and
the life of the church. I will just say when the men
of the church gather, consistently and persistently in
prayer, God’s blessing is with us and on us.

Charlene Tinis, at Malmo for 29 years:
At the beginning of last year, Delora wrote some suggestions in the Malmo weekly email of things to do
in the New Year. One of them was to read through the Bible in 2018. I took her up on that suggestion
and started in January and was able to finish on December 31st. I had tried a few times before but with
God’s help, I was able to do it. I found so many stories that were so new and exciting when put into
context of the whole Bible and its’ history. I am so glad I carried through with Delora’s suggestion.
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